
*1* Wasa Daily,  June 14, 2026  WD            The Old Church in Isokyro, Page 4

Please share this magazine with family and friends on Facebook, WhatsUp or other social media

Wasa Daily Wasa Daily   Nr 24  Nr 24  Sunday, June 14, 2026Sunday, June 14, 2026  —  Our fourth Year Our fourth Year — ISSN 2965-2456ISSN 2965-2456

Please share this magazine with family and friends on Facebook, WhatsUp or other social media

LOCAL NEWS

ICE CREAM
Italian Gelato Flavours in 
the Inner Harbour

This summer’s most delicious attraction has arri-
ved in the Inner Harbour: authentic Italian gelato 
served in a variety of tempting flavours. But this 
is no ordinary ice cream – it’s hand-crafted Italian 
quality rooted in centuries of tradition. Italian –  
made in Bulgaria though. 

What makes gelato so special?
Italian ice cream, known as gelato, differs from 
regular ice cream in several important ways. The 
secret lies in both the ingredients and the method 
of preparation.
1. Artisanal production:
Gelato is typically made in small batches using 
traditional techniques. This allows for careful at-
tention to detail and ensures each flavour is rich, 
smooth, and true to its origins.
2. Lower fat – more flavour:
Gelato usually contains only 6–9% butterfat, com-
pared to 10–20% in standard ice cream. The lower 
fat content allows the natural flavours to shine 
through more intensely.
3. Creamier texture:
Gelato contains less air than regular ice cream, 
making it denser and giving it a silkier, more lux-
urious mouthfeel. A spoonful of gelato is a richer 
experience.
4. Fresh, natural ingredients:
Gelato is made with high-quality, often locally 
sourced ingredients – real strawberries, pistachi-
os, lemons, and dark chocolate. Artificial flavours 
are kept to a minimum, letting the real taste of the 
ingredients take centre stage.
5. A wide range of flavours:
The gelato kiosk in the Inner Harbour features 
both classics like vanilla, chocolate, and stracci-
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in one of the region’s most picturesque seaside 
settings. 
 
The concerts will take place on July 14 and July 16, 
2026, at Strömsö in Vaasa. Audiences can expect a 
varied programme featuring classical music, tan-
go, folk melodies and beloved popular tunes. The 
performances will be given by smaller ensembles 
from the city orchestra, creating an intimate at-
mosphere close to the audience. 
 
With free admission and a beautiful waterfront 
backdrop, the concerts are expected to attract 
both local residents and summer visitors. Orga-
nisers hope the events will become a highlight of 
Vaasa’s cultural summer season. 
 
Venue: Strömsö, Vaasa, Finland 
Dates: July 14 and July 16, 2026 
Admission: Free 
Source: City of Vaasa / Vaasa City Orchestra

MOLPE
Paddle boom in the archi-
pelago: Free adventures at 
sea are now on offer!
Pack a dry change of clothes and get ready for a magical 
summer evening on the water! On Wednesday 24 June 
2026 at 6–8 p.m., a completely free kayaking session 
will be arranged at Molpe swimming beach. The event 
is made as part of the municipality’s integration project, 
but everyone is welcome. No previous experience is 
required, and a trained instructor will go through both 
technology and safety before starting. Life jackets and 
all imaginable equipment are handed out directly on 
the beach. Remember to register in advance by 14 June, 
as places are strictly limited.
Source: Malax.fi

VAASA ARCHIPELAGO
Discover Vaasa’s Hidden 
Gem – Cruise Through a 
UNESCO World Heritage Ar-
chipelago

 
 
One of Finland’s most spectacular summer 
experiences begins in Vaasa’s Inner Harbour. A 
guided archipelago cruise takes visitors through 
the breathtaking Kvarken Archipelago, where 
ongoing land uplift creates one of the world’s 
youngest landscapes. After a short guided walk, 
passengers sail between narrow channels and 
picturesque islands while learning how nature 
continues to reshape the coastline. The 3.5-hour 
excursion ends with a traditional salmon soup 
lunch at Janne’s Saloon before returning to Vaasa. 
Available for groups from May to September, the 
cruise combines stunning scenery, local history 
and authentic Ostrobothnian hospitality in one 
unforgettable trip. 
 
Time: May–September (group bookings)Place: 
Inner Harbour, VaasaSource: Vaasa.fi / Visit Vaasa.

atella, and creative, seasonal options such as le-
mon-basil, salted caramel, and wild forest berries. 
There’s something for every taste and mood.
More than dessert – a cultural experience
In Italy, gelato isn’t just a dessert – it’s part of daily 
life. It’s a reason to pause, enjoy the moment, and 
connect with others. Now that same spirit can be 
experienced here in the Inner Harbour. Bring a 
friend, grab a cup of gelato, and enjoy the sunshi-
ne, the water, and a little taste of Italian summer.

KVARKENSHOP
Summer Attraction in Sved-
jehamn – Kvarkenshop 
Opens Daily from Midsum-
mer 
 

Visitors to the Kvarken Archipelago will have a 
new place to explore this summer as Kvarkenshop 
in Svedjehamn, Björköby, opens for the season 
from Midsummer onward. The shop will welcome 
customers every day from 12:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
The seasonal store features locally produced han-
dicrafts, gifts, souvenirs and regional products, 
giving visitors an opportunity to discover authen-
tic items made by local artisans and small busi-
nesses. The initiative is designed to strengthen 
the area’s tourism offering while creating new 
sales opportunities for producers in the Kvarken 
region. 
 
Svedjehamn is one of the most popular destina-
tions in the UNESCO-listed Kvarken Archipelago, 
attracting thousands of visitors each summer to 
the Saltkaret observation tower, scenic hiking 
trails and the unique landscape shaped by 
post-glacial land uplift. The new shop is expec-
ted to add another reason for tourists to stop and 
spend more time in the area. 
Source: https://www.facebook.com/ekoarthandsry

CITY ORCHESTRA
Free Music by the Sea – 
Strömsö to Host Two Sum-
mer Concerts

 
 
Summer evenings in Vaasa are about to get even 
more memorable. The Vaasa City Orchestra will 
perform two free outdoor concerts at Strömsö, 
offering audiences a chance to enjoy live music 

Photo Supplement

TODAY NEWS
EDITORIAL 
Ostrobothnia Photo 
Trophy – an exciting 
event in August
Later this summer, the world will turn 
its lens on us. The 21st Paris–North Cape 
Photo Adventure is making Ostrobothnia 
its main stage, and from August 13th to 
14th, our region will host an event unlike 
anything we have seen before.

The Ostrobothnia Photo Trophy brings over 50 
participants from 20 French departments and 
Switzerland to our doorstep. They will travel 
across the Kvarken archipelago, Wasaline cruise, 
Strömsö, old and new Vaasa, Bergö, Kaskinen, 
Närpes, and beyond, capturing our landscapes, 
our light, our colours, and our cultural life. The 
list of themes is especially beautiful: nature and 
people, light, colours and textures, encounters, 
and life itself.
What makes this event genuinely exciting is 

that local amateur photographers are warmly 
invited to take part alongside the international 
guests. What a rare opportunity: to compare 
how the world sees our home with how we see 
it ourselves.
A local jury featuring photographers Gunnar 

Bäckman, Patricia Rodas and Raimo Vahtera 
will select the finest images, and the winners 
will be celebrated on Vaasa Market Square on 
August 14th. There is even talk of sending Ostro-
bothnia’s top resident photographer to Paris to 
witness the race’s grand arrival on August 21st.
For two days, Ostrobothnia will not just be a 

destination on a map. It will be a living gallery, 
a meeting point of cultures, and a quiet affir-
mation that beauty, when captured well, speaks 
every language. Mark your calendars, pick up 
your camera, and show the world what we see 
every day.
Informational meeting on August 13th at 9:30 

AM in Vaasa City Hall’s Mirror Hall for all those 
who would like to particioate.
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NEWS
EXHIBITION
When Insects Become Art 
– Extraordinary Exhibition 
Opens in Vaasa 
 
An unusual exhibition is inviting visitors to see na-
ture from a completely new perspective. Garden of 
Scavengers, created by the artist collective Nabbteeri, 
transforms the Ostrobothnian Museum into a world of 
insects, recycled materials and immersive installations. 
Artists Janne Nabb and Maria Teeri explore ecology, 
biodiversity and humanity’s place in nature through 
experimental contemporary art that has attracted inter-
national attention. The exhibition also features a living 
garden installation in the museum courtyard. Visitors 
can meet the artists and join a plant exchange day on 
May 23. 
Time: May 9 – September 20, 2026 
Place: Ostrobothnian Museum, Vaasa 
Source: Ostrobothnian Museum.

EXHIBITION
Art Faces the End of the 
World – Powerful Exhibition 
Opens in Vaasa 
 

War, climate change and global uncertainty 
take centre stage in Apocalypse Now, a striking 
exhibition at Kuntsi Museum of Modern Art. 
Through paintings, installations and contempo-
rary artworks, the exhibition explores humani-
ty’s greatest fears while also searching for hope 
and resilience. Known for presenting ambitious 
international exhibitions, Kuntsi once again 
challenges visitors to reflect on the future through 
thought-provoking visual art. Whether you’re an 
art enthusiast or simply curious, the exhibition 
promises an emotional and memorable experien-
ce. 
 
Place: Kuntsi Museum of Modern Art, Vaasa 
Source: Kuntsi / Vaasa.fi.

FOLK DANCE
Folk dance takes over Totte-
sund – tradition, music and 
joy in a historic environme-
nt
Colourful costumes, live folk music and the joy of 
dancing fill Tottesund Manor in Maxmo when the 
big festive show during Finland’s Swedish Folk Dance 
Festival takes place on Sunday 14 June at 12.30–15.00. 
The event is free of charge and offers performances by 
dancers and musicians from all over Swedish-speaking 
Finland. Before the performance, visitors can take part 
in guided tours and historical role-plays organised by 
the Maxmo Local History Association. In case of rain, 
the program will be moved to Norrvalla’s sports hall in 
Vörå. The meeting takes place from 12 to 14 June and is 
one of the year’s largest gatherings for Finland-Swedish 
folk dance, where traditions are passed on to new gene-
rations in a festive atmosphere. 
Source: Ostrobothnia Folk Dance District / Events Ostro-
bothnia.
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VAASA and WÄRTSILÄ
Vaasa will be transformed – industrial le-
gend Wärtsilä is building the city of the fu-
ture right in the heart of the energy capital

It is a historic decision 
that the people of Vaasa 
have been waiting for 
for a long time. On 8 
June 2026, the Vaasa 
City Council gave the 
green light to one of the 
most ambitious urban 
development projects 
in the entire history 
of Ostrobothnia: the 
iconic Machine Shop 
area – the old Wärtsilä 
industrial area in the 
middle of Vaasa – will 
be transformed into a 
vibrant, modern city 
centre.

The decision means that 
the City of Vaasa and the 
industrial giant Wärtsilä 
Finland Oy will form a 
joint development com-
pany. Wärtsilä will be the 
majority owner with 53 
per cent and the City of 
Vaasa will own 47 per cent. 
The company will become 
a subsidiary of Wärtsilä 
Finland and an associated 
company for the city – a 
unique partnership that 
is hardly matched in Fin-
land.

”The machine shop area 
is one of Vaasa’s most im-
portant future projects. 
The City Council’s deci-
sion to establish a deve-
lopment company will en-
able us to move forward in 
a concrete way towards a 
new, viable area,” says the 
Mayor of Vaasa, Tomas 
Häyry.

The vision is as bold as it 

is inspiring. In the historic 
industrial area, workpla-
ces, housing, services and 
vibrant urban culture will 
merge into a new district 
that attracts people to 
thrive, meet and live. Ex-
isting infrastructure must 
be used wisely – sustaina-
ble urban construction in 
practice.

Wärtsilä’s Managing 
Director in Finland, Mag-
dalena Granö, is equally 
enthusiastic:

”The cooperation with 
the City of Vaasa creates a 
strong foundation for the 
development of the area. 
We want to be involved in 
building a whole that sup-
ports the development of 
both industry and urban 
life,” she says.

Wärtsilä is no small 
player in Vaasa – the com-
pany is one of the city’s 
absolute hubs and one of 
Finland’s proudest indu-
strial success stories in the 
energy sector. Combining 
industrial heritage with 
the urban life of the futu-
re is a bold and exciting 
move.

For Vaasa residents, the 
decision means concre-
te news: more housing, 
more services, more me-
eting places and a rich 
cultural life in one of Fin-
land’s most dynamic cities 
– the energy capital of the 
Nordic countries.

Source: City of Vaasa, 
Wärtsilä Finland Oy

Image: Wärtsilä Oy

PERSONNEL REPORT
Vaasa Bets on Its People – AI, Safety 
and Wellbeing Drive the City's Future

Vaasa is investing heavily in the people 
behind its public services. The city's newly 
released 2025 Personnel Report reveals major 
efforts to improve employee well-being, 
workplace safety and professional skills 
while strengthening Vaasa's reputation as an 
employer.

Throughout the year, employees participated in workplace 
coaching, value-based workshops and projects designed 
to improve cognitive working conditions. The city also 
reinforced its proactive safety culture by encouraging 
staff to report safety observations and by continuing 
regular workplace safety briefings. Occupational health 
cooperation was expanded, and new models were 
introduced to support employees' long-term work ability. 
Artificial intelligence became one of the year's biggest 

development themes. Employees attended extensive AI 
training provided through Eduhouse, Microsoft Copilot 
continued to be piloted across different departments, 
and the city launched work on a comprehensive AI vision 
together with a long-term AI training programme for staff. 
As digital transformation accelerates across the public 
sector, Vaasa aims to ensure its workforce remains ahead 
of the curve. 
According to HR Director Tuulikki Kruhse-Poutanen, 

continuous learning, proactive safety and the ability of 
employees to adapt to change are essential for delivering 
the city's long-term strategy. Attracting students and 
international talent is also considered a key factor in 
securing Vaasa's future competitiveness.
Source: City of Vaasa, Personnel Report 2025
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NEWS
PALOSAARI
Two exhibitions in Palosaa-
ri – a vivid portrait of life in 
this part of the town

What was everyday life like in Palosaari  in the past – 
and how do the traditions live on today? The parallel 
exhibitions ”Yhteisvoimin – Präntööllä” and ”Meillä 
kotona” offer visitors a journey through local history, 
community and cultural heritage. The exhibitions will 
be on display from 5 February to 19 November 2026, 
every Thursday from 12:30 to 17:00, highlighting the pe-
ople, crafts and everyday life that have shaped the coas-
tal region. Through photographs, objects and stories, a 
vivid picture is created of how cooperation and a sense 
of home have been crucial to life in Ostrobothnia. The 
exhibitions are aimed at both history buffs and families 
who want to discover the region’s rich cultural heritage. 
Time: 5.2–19.11.2026, Thursdays at 12.30–17.00Loca-
tion: Vaasan työväenmuseo
Vapaudentie 27
vaasan.tyovaenmuseo@netikka.fi
Source: Vaasa.fi.

UNIVERSITY OF VAASA
Can clean energy lift Fin-
land? University of Vaasa 
brings the debate to Suomi-
Areena

How will Finland go from growing public debt to incre-
ased competitiveness? That is the main question when 
the University of Vaasa organises a topical seminar 
during SuomiAreena in Pori on Tuesday 23 June at 
11.00–11.45 at Kirkkolava, Hallituskatu 1. Under the 
heading ”From debt Finland to attractiveness Finland”, 
researchers and experts discuss how clean energy, in-
vestments and strengthened resilience can create new 
economic growth. In recent years, Vaasa has developed 
into the leading energy cluster in the Nordic region, 
which gives the university a strong starting point in the 

Isokyrö Old Church, known as the Pearl of Ostrobothnia, will open its 
doors after the restoration on Midsummer Saturday, June 20, 2026. The 
historic Mass begins at 12 noon and is led by Bishop Matti Salomäki.  The 
moment that has been awaited for years is finally here.

The greystone church 
on Isokyrö Museum Road 
is one of Finland’s most re-
spected and oldest church 
buildings – a unique na-
tional treasure with roots 
dating back to the early 
1300s. Now the monu-
mental stone, whose walls 
are up to two meters thick, 
has been given new life af-
ter years of renovation.

The bishop leads – the 
spirit of Midsummer fills 
an ancient room
On Midsummer Saturday, 
June 20, at 12 noon, the 
church will be filled with 
people for the first time in 
a long time, when Bishop 
Matti Salomäki will lead 
the opening mass. Within 
the gray stone walls, whe-
re history can be felt in 
the pores of every stone, 
people gather to celebrate 
something very special.
The atmosphere of Mid-

summer Week guaran-
tees a warm and festive 
atmosphere – under the 
Midsummer sun rising 
in the evening sky, in the 
middle of Ostrobothnia’s 
most beautiful landscape, 
something happens that 
has not been experienced 
twice.

History in every stone 
layer

The old church in Isokyrö 
is dedicated to Saint Lau-
rentius, the patron saint 
whom the Finns knew and 
loved. The early history of 
the church is intertwined 
with legends and tradi-
tions – it is said that befo-
re the current greystone 
building, a wooden chur-
ch stood on the site as ear-
ly as 1304, or perhaps as 
early as the end of the 13th 
century.
The current greystone 

church is impressive in 
its proportions: 33 metres 
long, 11.3 metres wide and 
the steep roof of shingles 
reaches a height of 23.8 
metres. The acoustics of 
the church are legendary – 
they have made the place 
a favorite for concerts and 
special music events.

Restoration continues – 
the work is not over yet
A thorough restoration 
of the church began in 
2021, and cleaning and 
renovation of the walls is 
still ongoing. The work is 
demanding and slow – ex-
perts estimate that it will 
continue for several more 
years. But the inaugura-
tion of Midsummer marks 
a symbolically important 
milestone: the church re-
turns to living use, even if 
the work around it conti-

nues.

Open to everyone – join 
us!
After the opening service, 
the church will be open to 
the public from Midsum-
mer to the end of August 
on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 11:00 to 16:00. There 
will be a guide from the 
Isokyrö Guide Club, who 
will tell you about the rich 
history of the church.
Before the inauguration 

ceremony, on Wednesday 

17 June at 10.00, a joint vol-
unteer group will be held 
– the ”opening kitchen in 
the old church” – where 
everyone is welcome to 
help with the preparations 
for the church.
If the Midsummer pro-

gram is still open, the old 
church in Isokyrö offers 
an experience this Satur-
day that cannot be found 
anywhere else.
Source: Isokyrö parish

Photos: The Old Church before restauration

THE OLD CHURCH IN ISOKYRÖ
The 700-year-old greystone church comes to life – the 
bishop will lead the opening service on Midsummer 
Saturday in Isokyrö
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debate on Finland’s future competitiveness. The con-
versation is expected to attract both decision-makers, 
companies and the general public during one of the 
country’s most important social arenas. 
Time: Tuesday 23 June 2026 at 11.00–11.45Location: 
Kirkkolava, Hallituskatu 1, Pori
Source: University of Vaasa / SuomiAreena.

PALOSAARI
New Elevator Celebrated at 
Pursi House

Residents of Pursi House in Palosaari gathe-
red to celebrate the opening of their new 
KONE elevator. The previous lift had ser-
ved the building for nearly 30 years before 
reaching the end of its service life. A new 
elevator was installed during the spring and 
is now ready for everyday use. The occasion 
was marked with a small celebration atten-
ded by almost all residents, who toasted the 
milestone with sparkling wine and fresh 
strawberries.

VAMK
VAMK students are in de-
mand – 85 per cent get a 
job within a year

Happy faces and proud families filled the Palosaa-
ri campus in Vaasa when 343 new students from 
Vaasa University of Applied Sciences (VAMK) were 
celebrated at a graduation ceremony on 5 June. 
But the topic of celebration was not only diplo-
mas. As many as 85 per cent of graduates find a 
job within a year, and about 70 per cent stay to 
work on the West Coast. In addition, the num-
ber of master’s degrees increased by 20 per cent 
compared to the previous year. The results reflect 
a great need for expertise in areas such as techno-
logy, energy, business administration, and social 
and health care – areas where the Vaasa region 
continues to grow rapidly. 
Source: VAMK.

NEWS

META

ENERGY DRINKS
Health Warning Over Energy Drinks: 
Finnish Agency Wants Ban for Under-18s

Energy drinks have 
become a routine 
part of life for many 
young people in 
Finland, but health 
experts say the trend 
is becoming incre-
asingly alarming. 
Now the Finnish 
Institute for Health 
and Welfare, Finnish 
Institute for Health 
and Welfare (THL), 

Many respondents admit-
ted they feel dependent on 
the drinks or believe they 
consume too much of them. 

Researchers are particu-
larly concerned about caffe-
ine intake. The study found 
that 17 percent of underage 
boys and nine percent of 
underage girls exceeded 
recommended daily caffei-
ne limits. For most of these 
young consumers, energy 
drinks were by far the lar-
gest source of caffeine. 

THL warns that excessive 
consumption may contribu-

is calling for a legal 
ban on the sale of 
energy drinks to 
anyone under 18 
years of age. 

The proposal follows a ma-
jor national nutrition study 
among young people. Ac-
cording to the findings, 67 
percent of Finns aged 12–20 
consume energy drinks 
at least occasionally. For-
ty-two percent drink them 
at least once a week, while 
six percent use them daily. 

te to elevated blood pressu-
re, heart palpitations, sleep 
disorders, headaches, sto-
mach problems, stress and 
mental health symptoms. 
Experts say many teena-
gers drink energy drinks 
to stay awake and impro-
ve alertness, yet heavy 
use—especially in the eve-
ning—can actually worsen 
sleep quality and increase 
fatigue. 

Another concern is that 
some young people replace 
breakfast or school meals 
with energy drinks. Ac-
cording to THL, this can 
reduce dietary quality and 
negatively affect concentra-
tion, learning and overall 
wellbeing. 

Finland currently has no 
legal age limit for energy 
drinks. THL has long re-
commended that retailers 
avoid selling them to child-
ren under 15, but the agen-
cy now argues that volun-
tary restrictions have failed 
to curb rising consumption. 
Major retail groups, inclu-
ding S Group and Kesko, 
have indicated support for 
a legally defined age limit. 

The debate over ener-
gy drinks is therefore en-
tering a new phase—one 
that could soon lead to na-
tionwide legislation.

Source: THL, Yle 

CLIMATE CHANGE
Planet Still Heating Up – May 2026 Becomes the Second Warmest Ever 
as Europe Faces Exceptional Early Heatwave
The world continues to 
experience extraordina-
ry warmth. According 
to the latest report from 
the Copernicus Climate 
Change Service (C3S), May 
2026 was the second war-
mest May ever recorded 
globally, across both land 
and ocean. Scientists also 
observed exceptionally 
high sea surface tempera-
tures across the tropical 
Pacific, where conditions 
are increasingly favourable 
for the development of El 
Niño in the coming months. 
 
Europe experienced one of 
the most dramatic weather 
shifts of the year. After an 
unusually cool start to May, 
western Europe was struck 
by one of the earliest and 
most intense heatwaves 
ever recorded for the se-
ason. France, the United 
Kingdom, Ireland and Por-
tugal all reported new May 
temperature records as tem-
peratures surged far above 
average.
Climate experts stress 

that these events are no 
longer isolated anomalies. 
Europe is warming fas-
ter than any other conti-

nent, making early-season 
heatwaves more frequent, 
more intense and longer 
lasting.
The month also highligh-

ted striking contrasts across 
the continent. Spain, Italy 
and large parts of western, 
central and eastern Europe 
experienced unusually dry 
conditions, increasing con-
cerns about drought and 
wildfire risk. Meanwhile, se-
vere rainfall triggered floo-

ding in Türkiye, Bulgaria 
and Moldova. Finland, nort-
hern Scandinavia and parts 
of northwestern Europe 
were wetter than average.
Scientists are paying clo-

se attention to the rapidly 
warming Pacific Ocean. A 
developing El Niño typi-
cally influences weather 
worldwide, often bringing 
more heatwaves, droughts, 
heavy rainfall and other ex-
treme weather events over 

the following year.
According to Samantha 

Burgess, Strategic Lead for 
Climate at ECMWF, May’s 
figures demonstrate that 
climate extremes are incre-
asingly becoming the new 
normal rather than rare ex-
ceptions.
Source: Copernicus Cli-

mate Change Service (C3S), 
European Centre for Medi-
um-Range Weather Fore-
casts (ECMWF)

 Anomalies and extremes in sea surface temperature for May 2026. Colour categories refer to the percentiles of the temperature distributions for the 
1991–2020 reference period. The extreme (“Coolest” and “Warmest”) categories are based on May rankings for the period 1979–2026. Values 
are calculated only for the ice-free oceans. Areas covered with sea ice and ice shelves in May 2026 are shown in light grey. The map outlines the Niño 
3.4 region used to monitor El Niño conditions. Data source: ERA5. Credit: C3S/ECMWF. 
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STORMOSSEN 
Stormossen is one of the 
cheapest in the country – 
vacation home owners save 
big bucks
It is a good idea to own a holiday home in the Vaasa 
region. A national comparison shows that Stormossen 
has the sixth lowest waste fee for holiday homes in Fin-
land. The annual cost is only €37.57, while the national 
average is €86.95. Stormossen’s fees are also close to the 
national average for single-family houses. At the same 
time, the waste management company wants to make 
it easier for residents to influence their costs. Stormos-
sen’s website now has a new cost calculator that allows 
homeowners to see how different emptying intervals 
and better sorting affect their own waste fee. The goal is 
both lower costs and a higher recycling rate. 
Source: Stormossen / City of Vaasa.

STORMOSSEN 
New smart calculator shows 
you how to reduce wasted 
payments
How much can you save by sorting better? This answer 
is provided by Stormossen’s new cost calculator, which 
is now available on the company’s website. With a 
few simple choices, owners of detached houses and 
detached houses can compare how different emptying 
times and more efficient waste sorting affect this year’s 
waste fees. The tool is part of Stormossen’s investment 
in making waste management more transparent and 
helping households reduce both their costs and the 
amount of waste. Anyone who sorts biowaste, plastic, 
cardboard and glass efficiently can in many cases redu-
ce the need for repeated emptying – and thus also costs. 
Source: Stormossen.

WELLBEING COUNTY

FAKE MESSAGES
Fake Child Protection 
Messages Spark Alarm – 
Authorities Say: Don't Click 
the Link 
 
The Wellbeing Services County of Ostrobothnia is 
warning residents about fraudulent emails claiming 
that a child protection report has been filed concerning 
their child. The messages urge recipients to log in using 
online banking credentials, but the emails are phishing 
attempts designed to steal personal information. 
 
Officials stress that child protection services never 
send links by email or ask for banking credentials. 
Genuine contact is made by phone, or by text message 
requesting the recipient to call back. Anyone receiving 
a suspicious message should delete it immediately 
without opening the link. If personal or banking details 
have already been disclosed, recipients should contact 
their bank at once and file a police report. Similar 
scams have recently been reported across several 
wellbeing service counties in Finland. 
Source: Wellbeing Services County of Ostrobothnia.

HEALTH

COELIAC DISEASE
Hope for Coeliac Disease 
Patients – Experimental 

NEWS

META

DRAGONFLIES
Dragonflies at Penikar Strait in Sundom

A Short Life in the Sky – The 
Remarkable Journey of a Dragonfly 
 
Dragonflies are among the oldest insects on Earth, with 
ancestors dating back more than 300 million years. Although 
the adult dragonfly lives only a short time, its complete life 
cycle is much longer than many people realize. 
Most of a dragonfly's life is spent underwater as a nymph. 
This stage usually lasts between one and five years, although 
some species remain underwater even longer. During this 
period, the nymph is an active predator, feeding on mosquito 
larvae, small aquatic insects, crustaceans and even tiny fish. 
When fully grown, the nymph climbs out of the water onto 
a plant stem or rock. Its outer skin splits open, revealing the 

winged adult. After its wings harden, the dragonfly becomes 
one of nature's most agile fliers. The adult stage typically lasts 
only four to eight weeks, although some species survive for 
several months. 
During this brief time, reproduction becomes the main 
priority. Males defend territories around ponds and lakes, 
where they compete for females. Mating often takes place on 
vegetation near the water or in flight, forming the distinctive 
"mating wheel." Females then lay hundreds of eggs in or near 
the water, where a new generation of aquatic nymphs begins 
to develop. 
Dragonflies play an important ecological role by controlling 
mosquito populations and serving as both predators and prey 
in healthy freshwater ecosystems.
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Drug Protects the Entire 
Body from Gluten 
 
A promising breakthrough could change the future of 
coeliac disease treatment. An international study led 
by the Universities of Oulu and Tampere found that the 
experimental drug ZED1227 protects not only the small 
intestine but the entire body from gluten-related dama-
ge. The findings were published in the medical journal 
BMC Medicine. 
 
The drug works by blocking the enzyme transgluta-
minase 2 (TG2), which triggers the immune reaction 
responsible for coeliac disease. Adults who had fol-
lowed a gluten-free diet for years were exposed to small 
amounts of gluten for six weeks. Those receiving the 
drug showed dramatically reduced changes in metabo-
lism, blood proteins and epigenetic markers compared 
with the placebo group. 
 
Researchers stress that the treatment is not intended to 
replace a gluten-free diet, but it could eventually beco-
me an important additional therapy for people acciden-
tally exposed to gluten. Around two percent of Finland’s 
population is estimated to have coeliac disease, making 
the findings especially significant. 
Source: University of Oulu, Tampere University, BMC 
Medicine.

EBOLA
Facts about Ebola
Ebola is a serious and often fatal viral disease that was 
first discovered in 1976 near the Ebola River in what is 
now the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
The disease is caused by viruses in the family Filoviri-
dae and is transmitted to humans from wild animals 
(probably flying dogs) and then spread through direct 
contact with blood, body fluids or tissues from infected 
people. Common symptoms are fever, fatigue, muscle 
pain, vomiting, diarrhoea and, in severe cases, internal 
and external bleeding.
The incubation period is usually 2–21 days, and the 
disease has a high mortality rate, which varies between 
different virus variants. You are only contagious after 
the symptoms have broken out, and the virus does not 
spread through the air.

EBOLA
The Ebola epidemic
The outbreak that is currently underway is centered 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), where the 
provinces of Ituri, North Kivu and South Kivu are the 
hardest hit. The virus has also spread to neighboring 
Uganda, including the capital Kampala. The DRC is the 
epicenter of the outbreak, with over 94 percent of all 
cases concentrated in the province of Ituri.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
warns that at least 11 other African countries are at high 
risk of being affected, including Kenya, Rwanda, South 
Sudan, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Angola, Somalia, Burundi, 
Zambia, the Central African Republic and the Republic 
of Congo.

EBOLA VACCINE
New promise: $60 million 
for research
A global research collaboration has received $60 
million to urgently develop a vaccine against the 
rare and deadly Bundibugyo strain of the Ebola 
virus. The money comes from the organization 
CEPI and has been awarded to three actors: the 
vaccine giant Moderna, the University of Oxford 
and IAVI. There is currently no approved vaccine 
against this specific strain, which makes the work 
urgent. The vaccine candidates are expected to 
be able to enter clinical trials within two to nine 
months. The researchers hope to stem an outbre-
ak that experts fear could be the worst in history 
and hopefully prevent a repeat of the devastating 
Ebola epidemic in West Africa in 2014-2016, which 
claimed over 11,000 lives.
Reference: BBC News, ”Three Ebola vaccines in 
development amid growing outbreak fears”, 1 

NEWS

META

ILYA REPIN
The Kremlin and the Ateneum disagree: Is Repin 
Ukrainian or Russian?
Finland’s largest art 
museum has touched a 
raw nerve in Moscow. 
The Ateneum Museum 
in Helsinki has officially 
reclassified legendary 
19th-century artist Ilya 
Repin as Ukrainian, not 
Russian—a decision the 
Kremlin calls ” Unfortu-
nately, Russophobia has 
also affected the cultu-
ral sphere. It’s reaching 
the point of absurdity”.

Russian Ambassador Pavel 
Kuznetsov voiced his indig-
nation, while presidential 
adviser Vladimir Medinsky 
a few days ago dismissed 
the move as the work of 
"stupid and illiterate pe-
ople". 
But the museum stands 

firm, pointing to newly 
uncovered church records 
showing Repin's grand-
father and father were born 
in Ukraine.
The artist, famous for 

masterpieces like "Cos-

sacks Writing a Letter to 
the Sultan," was born in 
1844 near Kharkiv in what 
is now Ukraine. After the 
revolution, he settled in 
Finland and died there in 
1930, refusing to return to 
communist Russia.
Ateneum director Mar-

ja Sakari has a few years 
ago  questioned the rigid 
labeling of artists from an 
era when Finland itself was 
a Russian Grand Duchy. 
"The question of the mea-
ning of nationality depends 
on context. Consider our 
own art world of the late 
19th century: with the help 
of Golden Age artists, we 
built our national identity 
and distinction from Rus-
sia. Should our Finnish 
Golden Age artists, then, be 
considered Russians? After 
all, Finland was a Russian 
Grand Duchy when they 
were born. Such a classi-
fication would certainly 
seem unfair.”
(Referens: X)

Ilja Repin
24.7.1844, Tšugujev
29.9.1930, Kuokkala nyk. Repino, Venäjä
Young Woman in Rose Blouse, 1903
Finnish National Gallery Collection / Ateneum Art Museum, Wäinö Walli 
Collection
Photo: Finnish National Gallery / Hannu Pakarinen

ASTRONOMY
Apophis, an asteroid that passes close to 
Earth on 13.4.2029.
A SHORT STORY: 
Friday the 13th.
Of course.
Mara had the num-
bers memorized. 
99942. That was the 
name once upon a 
time. Now everyone 
just called it God’s 
hammer.

340 meter wide  old rock. 
Moves at 7.4 kilometers per 
second. Nearest approach 
point 31,000 kilometres. In-
side the ring where the sa-
tellites fly.
She saw them die. One by 
one. GPS. Weather. Com-
munication. The hammer 
didn’t even notice it. Just 
kept coming.
The control center had be-
come silent three hours ago. 
Not dark. Just quiet. People 
stood at the windows.
Mara was not standing at 
the windows.
She was doing calculations.
The politicians had said 
sure. The authorities had 
said sure. Probability of im-
pact point zero-zero-zero-
anything. They had been 
saying it for twenty years. 
Since the Egyptian astro-
nomer first discovered it in 
2004. Named after the Egyp-
tian god of chaos and dark-
ness. Someone had a sense 
of humor.

Or a gift for prophecy.
Her screen flickered.
The number was changed. 
It was getting closer. Get clo-
ser and closer.
She looked at it twice. Three 
times. Her coffee got cold.
Outside, Pasadena slept. At 
three o’clock in the morning 
on April 13. The whole world 
slept or watched or prayed. 
Forty thousand people vi-
sible online. Streamed the 
approach. Made a party. 
Sold t-shirts.
God’s hammer didn’t care 
about t-shirts.
The screen refreshed again.
She picked up the phone. 
Shut it down. Picked it up.
Through the window, the 
sky was still dark and full of 
ordinary stars. Somewhe-
re up there between these 
stars, something huge was 
threading the needle. The 
tightest needle in human 
history. 31,000 kilometers. 
The breadth of nothing.
The number did not decrea-
se any further. And now the 
number started to rise aga-
in.
She was breathing.
It held.
Then past. Gone. Clean.
She put down the phone.
Drank the cold coffee.
Outside, someone was al-
ready celebrating. Noise 
rose from the street below. 
Human noise. The best kind.
Still here.

Facts

On Friday, April 13, 2029, the asteroid Apophis will pass 
Earth at a distance of 30,000 km, which in astronomical 
terms is a month more than a stone's throw. Most satellites 
are further away than that. The moon is ten times as far 
away. 
This close to Earth does an asteroid of this size come only 
once in a thousand years. If it were to hit the earth (which it 
does not), an area the size of Europe would be destroyed. 
We will all be able to see it fly across the sky with the naked 
eye.
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NEWS
tary Election

 
 
Education Minister Anders Adlercreutz has 
been re-elected as leader of the Swedish 
People’s Party of Finland (SFP). The decision 
was made at the party congress in Vantaa on 
Sunday, June 7, where he secured a new term 
unopposed, extending his leadership through 
the end of 2027. 
 
Following his re-election, Adlercreutz imme-
diately turned his attention to Finland’s 2027 
parliamentary election. He said the SFP aims 
to strengthen its support by promoting eco-
nomic growth, job creation and high-quality 
public services, while continuing to position 
itself as a bridge-building force in an increa-
singly polarized political landscape. 
 
Adlercreutz has led the party since 2024 and 
also serves as Finland’s Minister of Edu-
cation. Under his leadership, the SFP has 
emphasized bilingualism, education, entre-
preneurship and an open, internationally 
engaged Finland. 
 
The party congress also re-elected Sandra 
Bergqvist, Ramieza Mahdi and Cecilia Ehrn-
rooth as deputy leaders. With its leadership 
team confirmed, the SFP is now preparing 
for the next national election with the goal of 
increasing both its share of the vote and its 
representation in Parliament. 
Source: Swedish People’s Party of Finland 
(SFP),
Photo: SFP

NATIONAL COALITION
Orpo Wins New Mandate 
– National Coalition Party 
Sets Its Sights on the Next 
Election

 
 
Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo has been 
re-elected as leader of the National Coalition Par-

HEALTH
THE DOCTOR ANSWERS
Proctalgia fugax

Last week I woke 
up in the middle of 
the night with an 
excruciating pain 
around my anus. 
It was so severe 
that I almost burst 
into tears. I took 
a Panadol, but the 
pain disappeared 
after about half an 
hour, long before 
the medicine could 
have worked. Could 
this be a sign of so-
mething serious?

Your description is very 
typical of proctalgia fu-
gax, a harmless but ex-
tremely painful condi-
tion. The name literally 
means ”fleeting rectal 
pain.” It is thought to 
be caused by a sudden 
spasm of the muscles 
around the anus or in 
the pelvic f loor, rather 
like a severe muscle 
cramp in a very sensiti-
ve area.

The pain usually co-
mes without warning, 
often during the night, 
and can be intense eno-
ugh to wake someone 
from sleep. Fortunately, 
the attacks are usual-
ly short, lasting from a 
few minutes up to about 
30 minutes before dis-
appearing on their own.

Proctalgia fugax is 
relatively common. 
Studies suggest that 

between 8 and 18 per-
cent of people experien-
ce it at least once during 
their lifetime, although 
many never seek med-
ical attention because 
the attacks are brief and 
infrequent.

Because the pain usu-
ally resolves quickly, 
painkillers such as pa-
racetamol often do not 
have time to take effect. 
Many people find gre-
ater relief from relax-
ation, a warm bath or 
shower, or gentle move-
ment until the muscle 
spasm subsides.

There is no guaran-
teed way to prevent at-
tacks. In some people, 
stress, constipation, 
or tight pelvic f loor 
muscles may trigger 
episodes. Regular exer-
cise, good bowel habits 
and relaxation techni-
ques may help reduce 
their frequency.

However, if the pain 
becomes persistent, oc-
curs frequently, or is 
accompanied by rectal 
bleeding, fever, unex-
plained weight loss or 
changes in bowel ha-
bits, you should seek 
medical evaluation. Ba-
sed on your description, 
though, there is nothing 
to suggest a dangerous 
condition, and proctal-
gia fugax is the most li-
kely explanation.

June 2026 .

EBOLA
Half a billion dollars to stop 
the virus
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Africa 
CDC have launched a joint continental preparedness 
and response plan to stop the ongoing Ebola outbreak. 
The plan spans six months, from June to November 
2026, and requires $518 million in funding. A cohe-
rent approach will strengthen the ability of African 
countries to quickly detect and deal with new cases. 
WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebrey-
esus emphasizes that efforts to combat Ebola require 
political commitment and sustained funding, with the 
plan putting the local community at the center. ”Ebola 
is moving fast. Africa must move faster. While we fight 
this outbreak with you, we are determined to ensure 
that other essential health services and humanitarian 
aid continue to be provided to communities in Ituri and 
beyond,” Tedros said during a visit to a city affected by 
the disease in Congo.

FINLAND

FINLAND’S ECONOMY
Joakim Strand: ”Finland on 
the right track”

Minister for European Affairs and Ownership Steering 
Joakim Strand (Swedish People’s Party) delivered a mes-
sage of optimism when his party gathered for a party 
day in Vantaa on 6–7 June. According to recent OECD 
statistics, Finland had the second fastest economic 
growth among the member countries in the first quar-
ter of the year – a signal that investment is returning.
”A strong welfare society is based on value creation,” 
Strand said, pointing to Microsoft’s new investment 
decisions and the expansion of Kone, Wärtsilä and ABB.
Strand emphasised that stability and long-term rules of 
the game are crucial for Finland to be perceived as one 
of the most attractive investment countries.
Source: STT Info

POLITICS

SFP
Adlercreutz Re-Elected as 
SFP Leader – Focus Turns 
to Finland’s Next Parliamen-
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NEWS
Chaos at Sochi airport – Te-
legram describes conges-
tion after flight disruptions
Thousands of passengers have reportedly 
suffered extensive delays at Sochi airport. 
According to information circulating on 
Telegram, the terminals have been extremely 
crowded, with passengers forced to sit and lie 
on the floor when flights have been cancelled 
or delayed.
The same information claims that the airport 
was only open for eight minutes over the 
weekend. This information has not been 
independently confirmed.
However, flight disruptions at Russian 
airports have become more frequent over 
the past year, with operations temporarily 
suspended for security reasons due to drone 
threats and military incidents.
According to Telegram, the airport 
management still describes operations as 
normal, despite the fact that the queues are 
long and large crowds.
Source: Telegram (unconfirmed)

CLIMATE CHANGE

CLIMATE CHANGECLIMATE CHANGE
Spring broke all records – 
the warmest ever recorded
After an unusually mild March, a record-
breaking sunny April and a warm May, it 
is now clear: the spring of 2026 was the 
warmest on record. 

According to the Finnish Meteorological 
Institute, the average temperature in the 
whole of Finland was above normal and 
several weather stations recorded new heat 
records. At the same time, the spring became 
unusually dry in many places, which has led 
to low water levels and an increased risk of 
forest fires. 

The early heat has caused the vegetation to 
develop faster than normal and the summer 
season has started record early in large 
parts of the country. Meteorologists are now 
monitoring developments closely to see how 
the heat affects the rest of the summer. 
Source: Finnish Meteorological Institute.

According to posts on Telegram, Russian 
Central Bank Governor Elvira Nabiullina is 
reported to have warned that Russia risks 
hunger, poverty and social unrest. The same 
sources also claim that she is prevented from 
public appearances and that official data on 
sick leave is used as an explanation.
The information has not been confirmed by 
independent media or official sources. There 
are also no publicly available statements 
from Nabiullina in which she uses the wor-
ding reproduced in the Telegram posts.
At the same time, several international media 
outlets report that the Russian economy is 
under growing pressure through high war 
costs, lower growth and disruptions in the 
energy sector following Ukrainian attacks on 
oil infrastructure. 
Source: Telegram (unconfirmed data)
Image: Press Service Creative Commons Att-
ribution 4.0

RUSSIA
Dugin paints a Russia at 
war by 2050 – statement 
spread on Telegram

The Russian philosopher Alexander Dugin, 
who is often described as a nationalist ide-
ologue with influence in Russian circles of 
power, is attributed a new statement on Tele-
gram in which he claims that Russia will be at 
war until the year 2050.
According to the text that is being dissemina-
ted, Dugin urges Russians to refrain from ho-
liday travel and instead learn how to handle 
weapons and first aid before a protracted war.
The authenticity of the quote has not been 
verified by independent sources, and it is 
therefore unclear whether the wording is 
reproduced correctly or in what context they 
should have been said.
Dugin has previously publicly argued for a 
hardline geopolitical line and continued war-
fare, but this particular statement has not yet 
been confirmed.
Source: Telegram (unconfirmed data)
Image: Wikimedia Commins, Mehdi Bolouri-
an Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

RUSSIA

ty at the party congress held in Jyväskylä on June 
6. Orpo, who has led the centre-right party since 
2016, secured another term as chairman. 
 
In his address to party members, Orpo emphas-
ized the need to strengthen Finland’s economy, 
boost employment and reduce public debt. He 
also highlighted security, education and business 
competitiveness as key priorities likely to shape 
the political agenda ahead of the 2027 parliamen-
tary election. 
 
The National Coalition Party currently leads Fin-
land’s governing coalition and remains one of the 
country’s largest political parties. Delegates also 
elected Karoliina Partanen, Antti Häkkänen and 
Sari Multala as the party’s deputy leaders. 
 
With the leadership confirmed, attention now 
turns to the next national election, where Orpo 
will seek to defend both his government’s reform 
programme and the party’s position as Finland’s 
leading political force. 
Source: National Coalition Party

RUSSIA

RUSSIA
Petrol shortage worsens 
in Crimea – unconfirmed 
information about stop to 
private sales
The fuel crisis in Russian-occupied Crimea seems 
to be deepening. According to information spread 
on Telegram, private individuals are no longer 
able to buy gasoline in the normal way, while the 
authorities are imposing increasingly strict res-
trictions. The information has not been indepen-
dently confirmed.
However, the Russian-installed authorities in Cri-
mea have confirmed that the acute fuel shortage 
has led to a temporary halt to cash sales of gasoli-
ne and the introduction of rationing. The shortage 
is linked to recurring Ukrainian drone attacks on 
refineries and important transport routes that 
supply the peninsula. 
On Telegram, it is claimed that food prices risk 
rising and that store shelves in some places are 
starting to gape empty. However, this information 
has not been verified by independent media.
Source: Telegram (unconfirmed information),

RUSSIA
Telegram: Nabiullina warns 
of poverty, hunger and riots
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EVENTS
TODAY

ILMAJOKI-OPERA 
50th anniversary celebra-
tion in Ilmajoki: “The Great 
Injustice” turns into an 
opera as the year of hatred 
takes the stage
THE LAST CHANCE TODAY! 
Some ticket might still be 
available. 

 
 
ILMAJOKI (5–14 June 2026) 
When the Ilmajoki Music Festival turns 50, 
it does so with a bang. For the first time, 
the festival will present “The Great Injus-
tice” – a brand new, in-house produced 
opera about the horrors of hatred and the 
fate of our ancestors in Kyröjoki along. 
Behind the work is a dream team: librettist 
Anneli Kanto, director Tuomas Parkki-
nen and conductor Eero Lehtimäki. The 
festival has offered opera celebrations in 
the traditional landscapes of Southern Os-
trobothnia since its founding in 1975. Now 
the bar is being raised considerably. 
Tickets are expected to sell out like hot sto-
nes in the sunshine.Source: https://www.
musiikkijuhlat.fi/denstoraofreden.html 

JUNE
 

EVENING MUSIC 
50 years of free evening mu-
sic in Vaasa – stars take over 
Vaasa Church

 
 
4. kesäkuuta – 14. elokuuta 2026 
– Joka keskiviikko klo 19.30, täysin ilmai4 

June – 14 August 2026 
– Every Wednesday at 7.30 pm, com-
pletely free. The evening music at the 
Trinity Church has been a summer 
classic for 50 years. And This year it is 
being celebrated in earnest. 
The organ has its place, of course – it 
is, after all, one of the finest churches 
in Finland. But the singing, violin, pia-
no, clarinet and cello also shine. The 
artists? Well-known Finnish musicians 
and international guest performers. 
High-quality, free and open to all. So 
simple, so good. 
Bring a friend and enjoy the bright 
June evenings until mid-August. 
Source: Bothnia Classic

STUNDARS
Step Back in Time – Stundars 
Kicks Off the 2026 Summer 
Season!

 
History comes alive as Stundars Museum 
and Cultural Centre in Solf, Korsholm, 
officially opens its 2026 summer season. 
On Monday, June 22, from 11:00 AM to 
4:00 PM, visitors are invited to explore a 
vibrant museum village filled with tradi-
tional crafts and historical charm. The 
opening day promises a packed program 
featuring skilled artisans, friendly farm 
animals, and an authentic look at rural life 
from the past. Whether you are looking 
for a peaceful stroll in a beautiful setting 
or an educational family outing, Stundars 
offers a unique glimpse into the soul of 
Ostrobothnia. Enjoy local treats at the café 
and soak in the atmosphere of this beloved 
cultural treasure. Don’t miss this festive 
start to the summer! 
 
Referens: Stundars.fi 

JULY
 
DRÖMMEN 
Dreams come true at Yliopisto-
puistoa 
A magical day awaits when the Drömmen 
festival takes over Vaasa Yliopistopuisto. 
It’s all about community, good music and a 
wonderful summer atmosphere. The exact 
list of performers is still a secret, but the 
organizers promise “everything you love, 
and a little more”. Pack a picnic blanket, 
bring your friends and get ready for an 
afternoon and evening that feels like one 
long burst of happiness. 
• When: Saturday, July 4, 2026, 4 p.m. 
• Where: Vaasa University Park, Universi-
tetsstranden 7
 

BIG DAY FESTIVAL JULY 10-
11.7.2026 
Alan Walker heading to 
Vaasa – Big Day Festival 
promises huge summer 
crowds 
 
Big Day Festival 2026 is preparing for 
one of the biggest music weekends of the 
summer as international stars and Nordic 
favorites arrive in Vaasa this July. 
 
The festival takes place on July 10–11, 
2026, at the seaside university area in 
Vaasa, Universitetsstranden 7. Major acts 
include Alan Walker, Miriam Bryant and 
Mirella, alongside several Finnish and 
Scandinavian artists. 
 
Organizers describe Big Day as one of Fin-
land’s largest bilingual festivals, attracting 
thousands of visitors every year with live 
music, food areas and summer atmosp-
here by the sea. The festival is open to all 
ages, while separate 18+ and VIP sections 
will also be available. 
 

Ticket sales are already underway, and 
more artist announcements are expected 
before the festival weekend arrives. 
Source: Big Day Festival

KORSHOLM MUSIC FESTI-
VAL 
Korsholm Music Festival 
turns 40+ – stars take over 
the clear nights of the west 
coast 
22–31 July 2026 
Warm summer evenings. Clear nights. 
And top-notch music. Since 1983, Kors-
holm Music Festival has been a chamber 
music festival unlike any other. 
The founder, cellist Seppo Kimanen, 
would be proud. Since 2023, cellist Jan-Er-
ik Gustafs-son has led the festival, which 
attracts the cream of Finnish and interna-
tional art musicians. 
Experience the unique surroundings of 
the west coast as dusk falls. Bring a picnic 
basket – and a handkerchief. It can be so 
beautiful that it hurts. 
Source: Bothnia Classic

KAAOS FESTIVAL
The metal storm returns 
to Vaasa – Kaaos Festival 
gears up for a new inva-
sion
After last year’s success, Kaaos Festival is 
making a comeback in Vaasa – and the or-
ganizers promise even heavier names and 
a larger audience in the summer of 2026.
The festival will be held in Vaskiluoto on 
24–25 July 2026 in the old Wasalandia area, 
which will be transformed into a massive 
festival area for hard rock and metal fans 
from all over the Nordic region. Last year’s 
debut attracted audiences far beyond 
Ostrobothnia and brought Vaasa interna-
tional attention in the metal scene.
Now the organizers are hoping for an even 
greater impact. The festival is marketed as 
one of the most intense metal experien-
ces of the summer in Finland, with both 
international and Finnish bands on the 
program.

Hotel bookings in Vaasa are already 
expected to increase ahead of the festival 
weekend.
Source: Kaaos Festival – https://kaaosfes-
tival.fi/

UUSIKAUPUNKI
Crusell Week blows in with 
French elegance. The Vaa-
sa Philharmonic Orchestra 
participates
Uusikaupunki will be transformed into the 
capital of music from 27 July to 2 August 
2026 when Crusell Week takes over the 
city’s squares, churches and auditoriums. 
The festival opens with Avajaispuhallus on 
the square (27.7 at 12 noon), and the week 
offers everything from the children’s con-
cert Freija to the grand Grand Concert Fe-
stif in the New Church (30.7 at 6 pm) with 
the Vaasa Philharmonic Orchestra and 
Helena Juntunen as soloist. The evenings 
end with lantern concerts and French 
tunes under the stars. Source: crusell.fi/
konsertit-2026

CRUSELL WEEK IN UUSI-
KAUPUNKI
Helena Juntunen leads 
Crusell’s big anniversary 

concert
On 30 July at 6 p.m. in the New Church in 
Uusikaupunki, the highlight of the Crusell 
Week will be celebrated: the Grand Con-
cert de Celebration. Soprano Helena Jun-
tunen and conductor Teemu Hämäläinen 
lead the Vaasa Philharmonic Orchestra 
through Crusell’s own songs and French 
orchestral music. A festive evening that 
combines classic elegance with Nordic 
passion. Source: crusell.fi/grand-con-
cert-de-celebration
 
 
VASA FESTIVAL 
A star-studded party by the 
water 
Vaasa Festival opens its doors for the elev-
enth year in a row – and offers a cavalcade 
of artists that will make your mouth water. 
We have already seen names like Robin 
Packalen, Isac Elliot and Nordman. Three 
days of music, food and a great atmosp-
here in the inner harbor. Remember that 
the VIP area has its own entrance, toilets 
and the best view of the stage. Age limit 18 
years. 
• When: July 30 – August 1, 2026 
• Where: Vaasa city center, inner harbora 

AUGUST

VAASAN MARSSI 
7-9.8.2026
42 kilometres, sea views 
and no stopwatch – Vaasa 
prepares for massive wal-
king event 
 
The city of Vaasa will once again become 
a hub for endurance walkers when the 
international Vaasan Marssi takes place 
from 7 to 9 August 2026. The three-day 
event begins daily from Market Square at 
Hovioikeudenpuistikko 15a and attracts 
participants from across Finland and 
abroad. 
Walkers can choose routes ranging from 
10 kilometres to a demanding 42-kilome-
tre challenge. The event features scenic 
routes through Strömsö, Old Vaasa and the 
UNESCO World Heritage archipelago area. 
Organisers stress that the event is not a 
race — there is no timekeeping — but the 
physical challenge is still significant, espe-
cially for those attempting several days in 
a row. Vaasan Marssi is also Finland’s only 
IML-recognised walking event.

VASA FUTURE FESTIVAL 
The future is here – and it is 
the New Nordic

VAasa will once again become a center for 
future optimists when the Wasa Future 
Festival kicks off. For ten days, companies, 
decision-makers, researchers and artists 
will gather to build a better tomorrow 
under the theme “New Nordic”. You will 
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George Orwell
1984
Part 31

All the while that they were talking
the half-remembered rhyme kept running through Winston’s head. Oranges and
lemons say the bells of St Clement’s, You owe me three farthings, say
the bells of St Martin’s! It was curious, but when you said it to yourself
you had the illusion of actually hearing bells, the bells of a lost London
that still existed somewhere or other, disguised and forgotten. From one
ghostly steeple after another he seemed to hear them pealing forth. Yet so
far as he could remember he had never in real life heard church bells
ringing.

He got away from Mr Charrington and went down the stairs alone, so as not
to let the old man see him reconnoitring the street before stepping out of
the door. He had already made up his mind that after a suitable
interval--a month, say--he would take the risk of visiting the shop again.
It was perhaps not more dangerous than shirking an evening at the Centre.
The serious piece of folly had been to come back here in the first place,
after buying the diary and without knowing whether the proprietor of the
shop could be trusted. However----!

Yes, he thought again, he would come back. He would buy further scraps of
beautiful rubbish. He would buy the engraving of St Clement Danes, take
it out of its frame, and carry it home concealed under the jacket of his
overalls. He would drag the rest of that poem out of Mr Charrington’s
memory. Even the lunatic project of renting the room upstairs flashed
momentarily through his mind again. For perhaps five seconds exaltation
made him careless, and he stepped out on to the pavement without so much
as a preliminary glance through the window. He had even started humming
to an improvised tune

  Oranges and lemons, say the bells of St Clement’s,
  You owe me three farthings, say the----

Suddenly his heart seemed to turn 
to ice and his bowels to water. A figure

in blue overalls was coming down 
the pavement, not ten metres away. 
It was

the girl from the Fiction Depart-
ment, the girl with dark hair. The light

was failing, but there was no diffi-
culty in recognizing her. She looked

him straight in the face, then wal-
ked quickly on as though she had not

seen him.

For a few seconds Winston was too 
paralysed to move. Then he turned 
to the

right and walked heavily away, not 

smash her skull in with a cobblestone. The piece of glass in his pocket
would be heavy enough for the job. But he abandoned the idea immediately,
because even the thought of making any physical effort was unbearable. He
could not run, he could not strike a blow. Besides, she was young and lusty
and would defend herself. He thought also of hurrying to the Community
Centre and staying there till the place closed, so as to establish a
partial alibi for the evening. But that too was impossible. A deadly
lassitude had taken hold of him. All he wanted was to get home quickly and
then sit down and be quiet.

It was after twenty-two hours when he got back to the flat. The lights
would be switched off at the main at twenty-three thirty. He went into the
kitchen and swallowed nearly a teacupful of Victory Gin. Then he went to
the table in the alcove, sat down, and took the diary out of the drawer.
But he did not open it at once. From the telescreen a brassy female voice
was squalling a patriotic song. He sat staring at the marbled cover of the
book, trying without success to shut the voice out of his consciousness.

It was at night that they came for you, always at night. The proper thing
was to kill yourself before they got you. Undoubtedly some people did so.
Many of the disappearances were actually suicides. But it needed desperate
courage to kill yourself in a world where firearms, or any quick and
certain poison, were completely unprocurable. He thought with a kind of
astonishment of the biological uselessness of pain and fear, the treachery
of the human body which always freezes into inertia at exactly the moment
when a special effort is needed. He might have silenced the dark-haired
girl if only he had acted quickly enough: but precisely because of the
extremity of his danger he had lost the power to act. It struck him that
in moments of crisis one is never fighting against an external enemy, but
always against one’s own body. Even now, in spite of the gin, the dull
ache in his belly made consecutive thought impossible. And it is the same,
he perceived, in all seemingly heroic or tragic situations. On the
battlefield, in the torture chamber, on a sinking ship, the issues that
you are fighting for are always forgotten, because the body swells up until
it fills the universe, and even when you are not paralysed by fright or
screaming with pain, life is a moment-to-moment struggle against hunger or
cold or sleeplessness, against a sour stomach or an aching tooth.

He opened the diary. It was important to write something down. The woman
on the telescreen had started a new song. Her voice seemed to stick into
his brain like jagged splinters of glass. 

noticing for the moment that he was
going in the wrong direction. At any rate, one question was settled. There
was no doubting any longer that the girl was spying on him. She must have
followed him here, because it was not credible that by pure chance she
should have happened to be walking on the same evening up the same obscure
backstreet, kilometres distant from any quarter where Party members lived.
It was too great a coincidence. Whether she was really an agent of the
Thought Police, or simply an amateur spy actuated by officiousness, hardly
mattered. It was enough that she was watching him. Probably she had seen
him go into the pub as well.

It was an effort to walk. The lump of glass in his pocket banged against
his thigh at each step, and he was half minded to take it out and throw it
away. The worst thing was the pain in his belly. For a couple of minutes
he had the feeling that he would die if he did not reach a lavatory soon.
But there would be no public lavatories in a quarter like this. Then the
spasm passed, leaving a dull ache behind.

The street was a blind alley. Winston halted, stood for several seconds
wondering vaguely what to do, then turned round and began to retrace his
steps. As he turned it occurred to him that the girl had only passed him
three minutes ago and that by running he could probably catch up with her.
He could keep on her track till they were in some quiet place, and then
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ded you link to www.president.gov.ua regardless of full or partial use of materials.

UKRAINE PRESIDENT
The Tysiachovesna Initiative Is Aimed at 
Creating High-Quality Ukrainian Content 
to Counter Enemy Propaganda – The 
President during the Presentation of 
the Initial Results

11 June 2026 - 16.30

President of Ukraine 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
took part in the launch 
of the second stage of 
the national Tysiacho-
vesna initiative and 
spoke with participants, 
experts, and partners 
of the program – inclu-
ding authors, directors, 
producers, musicians, 
cultural managers, and 
representatives of artis-

tic institutions.

The Head of State emp-
hasized that the prima-
ry objective of the Tysi-
achovesna initiative is to 
foster the development 
of new, high-quality, 
world-class Ukrainian 
cultural products crea-
ted by Ukrainians, about 
Ukrainians, and for 
Ukrainians.

“This is the first state 
cultural program of this 

format and scale. It is 
essential to stress that 
this is not a one-time in-
itiative. I am confident 
this program must exist 
every year. I am confi-
dent that within five to 
ten years, culture should 
gain momentum and 
produce a body of top-le-
vel Ukrainian content 
capable of withstanding 
any enemy propaganda 
machine,” the President 
emphasized.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
noted that more than 

Anders Zorn
18.2.1860, Utmeland
22.8.1920, Sweden
The Shy Model, 1917
Finnish National Gallery Collection / Ateneum Art Museum, Beatrice 
Granberg Collection

ART EXPERIENCE OF THE WEEK

2,600 applications have 
already been submit-
ted to the competition 
– hundreds of film, do-
cumentary, music, visu-
al, and performing arts 
projects. More than 150 
experts will evaluate 
the applications.

The Head of State 
thanked participants, 
experts, and the team 
implementing the pro-
gram, noting that this 
initiative creates all 
opportunities to pro-

duce more Ukraini-
an cinema, including 
documentaries, ani-
mation, music, and 
pro-Ukrainian content 
on social media.

“Such state support 
for culture will take 
place every year, and 
the scale must grow 
annually. This is extre-
mely important, espe-
cially in these difficult 
times for us, during the 
war, when culture is a 
powerful weapon for 

protecting Ukrainian 
consciousness, identi-
ty, and future. And the 
quality and precision of 
cultural works produ-
ced with state support 
are of great importan-
ce,” the President stres-
sed.

READ MORE HERE:

https://www.president.
gov.ua/en/news/iniciati-
va-tisyachovesna-spry-
amovana-na-stvoren-
nya-yakisnogo-104873
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BLOG WRITERS

Join Wasa Daily as a Blog Writer! 
Are you passionate about 
sharing your thoughts, stories, or 
expertise with the community? 
Wasa Daily is looking for 
enthusiastic blog writers to 
contribute engaging content for 
our readers. 
Whether you love writing 
about local events, culture, 
lifestyle, business, or personal 
experiences, we welcome your 
voice!
Writing for Wasa Daily is a great 
opportunity to reach a wider 
audience, connect with fellow 
locals, and showcase your 
creativity. No prior experience 
is needed—just bring your ideas 
and enthusiasm! We value diverse 
perspectives and fresh voices that 
reflect the vibrant spirit of our 
community.
Interested? Send us your blog 
pitch or a short sample, and let’s 
get your words published! Join us 
in making Wasa Daily a platform 
for meaningful conversations and 
inspiring stories.
Contact us at wasadagblad@
gmail.com  for more details. We 
can’t wait to hear from you!

WASA DAILY
A modern newspaper with a 
layout with features of the press of 
the 1870s. Back then, newspapers 
had only 4-8 pages. Lots of text, 
but no images at all, so there’s 
a lot to read on a few pages. 
Our paper is one of the very few 
newspapers in English serving  
English-speaking inhabitants in 
the Osthrobotnia region
The magazine contains quotations 
from old daily newspapers taken 
from the National Archives 
(digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi). GPT3, 
Gemini, Aria and Monica do 
some of the routine editing work, 
such as translation, corrector 
reading, and short notice writing. 
All texts have been checked by 
journalists and the editorial staff 
is responsible for all the content 
of the texts. 
Wasa Daily is a daily newspaper 
type publication, so far it is 
published on Sunday mornings. 
But our goal is for it to come out 
every morning in the future. 
The magazine is available online 
for free. 
Editor-in-chief Hans Björknäs.
Readers’ writings are welcome! 
The magazine is locally owned 
and will remain so. For ever!
Editorial office: Wasa Daily, 
Koulukatu 37 B 7, 65100 Vaasa, 
tel. +358-40-5462455.
Helsinki editorial office: Wasa 
Daily, Toinen linja 9 B 36, 00530 
Helsinki.  Phone +358-40-
5462455.
Email: wasadagblad@gmail.com

FROM OUR 
READERS
We very much welcome 
submissions from our readers. 
Comments, stories, memories, 
debate, news from home. 
Probably this will be the most 
important part of this spring 
paper. But space is limited, so 
please write as short as possible! 
So please send posts to:
wasadagblad@gmail-com

ADVERTISE
Being among the first to advertise 
in this historic and hyper-modern 
daily may have some PR value.
Send ads to
wasadagblad@gmail.com

WASA DAILY
wasadagblad@gmail.com

HUMOUR ONE HUND-
RED YEARS AGO

June Horoscope – 
The Stars Are Mum-
bling (And Maybe 
Making Some 
Sense)
Aries (March 21 – April 19) 
You’re ready to conquer the world 
– just remember to put on real pants 
first. June brings you adventure (or 
at least a new brand of toothpaste). 
Romance is on the horizon, possibly 
involving someone who thinks your 
sweaty gym look is “natural and 
compelling.” 
 
Taurus (April 20 – May 20) 
You crave stability, snacks, and soft 
blankets – and not necessarily in that 
order. In June, you may feel a strong 
urge to impulse-buy a cactus. Do it. 
Financially, you’re fine as long as you 
don’t walk past any store that sells 
vintage mugs. 
 
Gemini (May 21 – June 20) 
This month your mouth works faster 
than your brain. Great for party banter, 
less great for job interviews. Love is 
playful and possibly confusing. Is it 
flirting, or just a shared obsession with 
crosswords? Time will tell. Or not. 
 
Cancer (June 21 – July 22) 
Home is where your heart – and 
probably your laundry – is. In June, 
feelings run deep. You may cry at an 

ad for breakfast cereal. That’s okay. 
Your emotional radar is strong; use it 
to sniff out both love and passive-ag-
gressive neighbors. 
 
Leo (July 23 – August 22) 
June puts you center stage, even if 
the audience is just your cat. You 
radiate charm. Someone falls for you 
this month – possibly a barista who 
accidentally writes your name right. 
Fortune favors the bold, so dare to try 
karaoke again. 
 
Virgo (August 23 – September 22) 
You’ve got lists for your lists, and 
that’s great – until you accidentally 
alphabetize your sock drawer. This 
month urges you to loosen up. Take 
a walk without counting steps. Eat a 
cookie without Googling the ingredi-
ents. You might enjoy the chaos. 
 
Libra (September 23 – October 22) 
Balance is your thing, but June throws 
in a few wobbly surprises. You’ll 
face a dilemma involving brunch and 
loyalty to your favorite café. Love 
could blossom – or at least send you a 
weird emoji. Watch for signs. Or just 
interpret all signs creatively. 
 
Scorpio (October 23 – November 21) 
Mysterious? Always. Brooding? 
Maybe. Overthinking a five-word 
text? Definitely. June turns up the 
heat, romantically and otherwise. Let 
people in – not everyone wants to 
steal your secrets. Some just want to 
know your Wi-Fi password. 

 
Sagittarius (November 22 – Decem-
ber 21) 
You’re itching to travel – even if 
it’s just to the fancy supermarket 
across town. A spontaneous decision 
this month could lead to greatness. 
Or minor confusion. Either way, 
exciting! Love may come from a 
foreign land. Or a friend-of-a-friend’s 
dog walker. 
 
Capricorn (December 22 – January 
19) 
You work hard, dream big, and so-
metimes forget to blink. This month, 
remember: even empires need coffee 
breaks. Someone sees your potential 
– probably someone in HR. Love’s 
possible if you stop trying to impress 
people with Excel spreadsheets. 
 
Aquarius (January 20 – February 18) 
You’re five steps ahead, which expla-
ins why no one knows what you’re 
talking about. In June, weird is your 
superpower. Embrace it. Someone 
special may finally “get” you. Or 
at least pretend convincingly. That 
counts. 
 
Pisces (February 19 – March 20) 
You’re dreaming of far-off lands and 
deep conversations with your hou-
seplants. June is rich in imagination, 
slightly short on practicality. That’s 
okay. Channel your magic into a new 
hobby – interpretive dance, perhaps? 
The universe approves.

HOROSCOPE FOR JUNE 2026

DRINKING
— Why do you close your 
eyes while drinking? — The 
doctor has forbidden me 
to look too deeply into the 
glass. 

IN THE CHURCH
Healthy advice. The priest 
notices that most of the au-
dience is sleeping and that 
one of them has started sno-
ring heavily, which is why 
he raises his voice and says: 
— Wouldn’t someone be 
so good as to wake up that 
snoring brother of ours so 
that the others could sleep 
in peace. 

MAD LOVE
 Love. Young man: — I love 
you madly! Miss: — Then it 
is best that you turn to my 
father. He is a doctor for the 
mentally ill. 

MARRIED 6 DAYS
 — Now we’ve been mar-
ried for
6 days, and you don’t love 
me
anymore. 
— But dear Cecilia, of
course I love you, but God 
the
Father also rested on the 
seventh
day.

FREE TELEGRAM 
Mac Carty from Aberdeen 
is visiting the U.S.A. One 
day he has to send a tele-
gram to a relative. When 
he asks about the price at 
the telegraph office, he is 
told that the sender’s name 
costs nothing. 
— Magnificent, says the 
scout. I am descended from 
an Indian chief and my 
name is Iwillarrivetomo-
row.

DANGER 
Husband: “Don’t, dear 
Ruusastiina, hit me with 
that frying pan, because it 
might break! 
 
DREAMS OF LUXURY. 
PätÄ: What would you do 
if you were a millionaire? 
Sam: I would buy an alarm 
clock, stop it from ringing 
at five in the morning and 
sleep late like the other 
millionaires. 
 
TOLERANT. 
The old maid, after getting 
into the streetcar, pretends 
to notice that one of the 
men is a little drunk. She 
then asks the carriage 
attendant whether drunk 
people are tolerated in the 
streetcar? 
“You may be, miss, pro-
vided you are quiet,” he 
replies kindly. 
 
TAKES CARE OF HIS 
WORD. 
The priest (to his ser-
vant): I saw last night 
that the driver was 
in the kitchen. 
The servant: He was my 

brother. 
The priest: But you said 
you didn’t have are 
brothers. 
Servant: I said last week, 
but the pastor explained 
in his sermon on Sunday 
that we are all sisters 
and brothers. 
 
BAD RUN 
Mother: —- Are you 
going to marry our 
Meer? Your 30 dollar sa-
lary can’t even buy Meer 
enough handkerchiefs. 
Suitor: Sooh,! I didn’t 
know Meer had such a 
bad runny nose. 
 
PRACTICAL LANGUAGE. 
You said you couldn’t 
swim. So how did you 
get to shore from a sin-
king ship? 
We Italians have a habit 
of signing when we 
speak, and we started 
discussing how to save 
ourselves and soon 
found that 
we had made it to shore. 

Astronomic picture of the week:

The spectacular star-forming Carina Nebula has been captured in great de-
tail by the VLT Survey Telescope at ESO’s Paranal Observatory. This picture 
was taken with the help of Sebastián Piñera, President of Chile, during his 
visit to the observatory on 5 June 2012 and released on the occasion of the 
new telescope’s inauguration in Naples on 6 December 2012.
Credit:
ESO. Acknowledgement: VPHAS+ Consortium/Cambridge Astronomical 
Survey Unit
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License


