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LOCAL NEWS

KUNTSI
Kuntsi’s terrace comes to 
life – new entrepreneur in-
vests in summer meeting 
place

Since  Midsummer  the terrace of the Kuntsi 
Museum of Modern Art in Vaasa will be filled with 
life and movement again. A new entrepreneur is 
taking over the business and wants to make the 
terrace a pleasant meeting place for both Vaasa 
residents and tourists during the summer.
Visitors can look forward to café service, light 
food, refreshments and various summer events. 
The location by the scenic inner harbor ma-
kes the terrace one of the city’s most attractive 
viewpoints, close to promenades, museums and 
the marina.
The investment is part of the city’s ambition to 
create a vibrant cultural quarter around the har-
bour, where art, food and the marine environme-
nt meet. The hope is that the terrace will attract 
visitors well into late summer.
Source: City of Vaasa.

NEW DAYCARE CENTRE
New daycare centre opened 
in the historic barracks 
area – modern environment 
for the children of the futu-
re
A new daycare centre has opened its doors 
in the Kasarmi area of Vaasa, one of the city’s 
most culturally and historically valuable are-
as. The first children moved in in June, and 
the activities are now in full swing in modern 
premises that combine today’s educational 

The Old Church in Isokyrö is The Old Church in Isokyrö is 
open on weekends - page 4open on weekends - page 4
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TODAY NEWS
bring their own blanket or camping chair and 
sit down in the greenery in front of the City 
Hall. The concerts are suitable for the whole 
family and are part of the city’s investment in 
free summer events.
In addition to the music, there are plenty of 
restaurants, cafés and ice cream kiosks ne-
arby, making the concerts a natural evening 
destination for those who want to combine 
culture with a summer walk through the cen-
tre of Vaasa.
Time and place: In front of Vaasa City Hall 
during July 15 and 17, at 6 pm
Reference: City of Vaasa.

LIFTI
Now you can rent the muni-
cipality’s electric car even 
in the middle of the day
 

Driving an electric car no longer has to mean 
owning your own. During the summer, the 
City of Vaasa will make it much easier to try 
electric driving when the city’s Mini-Lifti cars 
will be available to the public even during 
office hours.

Normally, the cars are used by the city’s staff 
during the working day, but between 29 June 
and 2 August, when many employees are on 
holiday, the booking system is also opened to 
residents. The temporary solution gives more 
people the opportunity to rent a modern 
electric car for excursions, shopping or other 
errands, for example.

The investment is part of the city’s work to 
promote sustainable transport and better 
utilise the municipality’s vehicle fleet. Instead 
of the cars being parked for large parts of 
the summer, they can now be used by resi-
dents, which both reduces the environmental 
impact and increases the benefit of the city’s 
investments.

Mini-Lifti is a digital car pool where booking, 
unlocking and payment are done via a mobile 
application. Anyone who wants to rent the 
car needs to register in the service and have a 
valid driver’s license.

Similar solutions have become increasingly 
common in Finland and are seen as a way to 
reduce the need for private car ownership, 
especially in urban areas where many jour-
neys are short.

Time: 29 June–2 August 2026.
Location: Vaasa. Booking is done via the Mi-
ni-Lifti app.

and extreme rainfall are 
causing growing costs 
for communities, busi-
nesses and individuals. It 
is no longer about future 
scenarios, but about on-
going changes that affe-
ct everything from food 
production to energy 
supply and public health.
Therefore, action is re-

quired at several levels. 
Greenhouse gas emis-
sions must be reduced 
faster than today if glo-
bal warming is to be li-
mited. At the same time, 
societies must adapt to a 
warmer climate through 
investments in robust 
infrastructure, clima-
te-resilient cities, water 
supply and prepared-
ness for extreme weather 
events.
The challenge is great, 

but the cost of inaction 
risks being significantly 
higher. The longer the 
world waits with strong 
measures, the more heat 
is stored in the clima-
te system and the more 
difficult it will be to slow 
down development. The 
temperature in Spain is 
therefore not just a local 
news. It is a reminder 
that climate change con-
tinues – and that the time 
for action is now.
Source: Copernicus 

Climate Change Service 
(C3S), ”Global warming 
reached 1.37°C in 2025”, 
with comments by Pro-
fessor Piers Forster.

EDITORIAL
The heat is a warning 
signal – not a summer 
phenomenon
When temperatures 
in parts of Spain 
approach or pass 
40 degrees, it is 
easy to consider the 
heatwave as another 
extreme weather 
phenomenon.

But behind the sweaty 
days and the parched 
landscapes hides a 
much larger and more 
worrying development. 
Scientists are now war-
ning that the Earth’s 
energy balance is seve-
rely disturbed – and that 
the change is happening 
faster than previous cal-
culations have shown.
The Earth’s energy 

balance describes the 
difference between the 
energy that the planet re-
ceives from the sun and 
the energy that radiates 
back into space. Under 
normal conditions, the 
balance should be close 
to zero. But according 
to climate scientists, the 
excess heat stored in the 
climate system has been 
steadily increasing since 
the 1970s and has now 
reached record levels. 
This imbalance has also 
doubled in recent deca-
des.
The consequences are 

already visible around 
the world. Heat waves 
are becoming more fre-
quent and intense. Forest 
fires, droughts, floods 

requirements with a historic setting.
The new daycare centre offers safe and flexi-
ble learning environments as well as spacious 
courtyards for play and outdoor activities. At 
the same time, the establishment strengthens 
services in an area that has grown rapidly in 
recent years with new homes and more fami-
lies with children.

The barracks area, with its well-preserved 
buildings from the 1800s, has developed 
into an attractive district where history and 
modern urban development meet in a unique 
way.
Source: City of Vaasa.

PARK CONCERTS
Music in the middle of the 
city – Vaasa offers two free 
park concerts in July

Anyone who stops outside the City Hall in 
Vaasa during July can experience live music 
for free. During two summer evenings, the 
park in front of the city hall will be transfor-
med into an open concert stage where both 
Vaasa residents and visitors can sit down on 
the grass and enjoy music in a relaxed en-
vironment.
In recent years, the park concerts have 
become a popular part of the city’s summer 
program. This year, two concerts will be held 
in July with local and regional musicians 
offering a varied repertoire. The events are 
open to everyone and do not require advance 
booking.
The idea behind the concerts is to make 
culture easily accessible and create vibrant 
meeting places right in the city centre. By of-
fering free concerts, the City of Vaasa hopes 
to attract both residents and tourists to disco-
ver the city’s cultural life while filling the city 
centre with life during the summer.
If the weather permits, visitors are advised to 
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KORSHOLM
The municipality’s electric 
cars will be available to eve-
ryone – smart summer in-
vestment in Mustasaari
Anyone who wants to try driving an electric 
car this summer now has a new opportunity 
in Mustasaari. During the holiday season, the 
municipality will open its own car pool to the 
public, which means that residents and visi-
tors can rent the municipality’s electric cars 
even during the day.
Normally, the vehicles are used by the muni-
cipality’s employees in their work, but when 
operations are at a low speed during the 
summer, many cars are unused. Instead of 
leaving them parked, the municipality wants 
to give them new life by offering them to the 
residents. The initiative runs between 29 June 
and 2 August 2026.
The cars are booked via the digital service 
Mini-Lifti, where the user registers, books the 
car with their mobile phone and unlocks it 
directly via the app. The electric cars can be 
used for everything from shopping trips and 
family outings to visits to family and friends.
The municipality hopes that the project will 
get more people to discover the benefits of 
electric cars and the sharing economy. By 
using the same car by several people, the 
need for private cars is reduced, while the 
municipality’s vehicles are used significantly 
more efficiently.
Electric cars are also an environmentally 
friendly alternative that contributes to lower 
emissions and less noise. Similar carpools 
have grown rapidly around Finland, and 
experience shows that many people choose 
to continue using sharing services even after 
they have tried them for the first time.
For Korsholm, the initiative is also a way to 
show how municipal resources can benefit 
residents even outside of regular activities.
Time: 29 June–2 August 2026.
Reference: Mustasaari Municipality (kors-
holm.fi).

ART AT REPLOT BRIDGE
Colourful summer awaits at 
Galleri Arte Mare – Ulrika 
Nabb shows new art
The summer offers a new art experience in 
a World Heritage environment when Galle-
ri Arte Mare in Replot opens its doors to an 
exhibition of the well-known Ostrobothnian 
artist Ulrika Nabb.
The exhibition runs from 18 June to 29 July 
2026 and presents a selection of Nabb’s pa-
intings, where nature, people and everyday 
moments meet in a personal and expressive 
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VAASA
Vaasa climbs to the top of Finland – JHL’s ranking 
makes it the second best municipality in the country

Vaasa once again has 
a reason to celebrate. 
JHL’s latest municipal 
survey 2026 ranks 
Ostrobothnia as the 
second best munici-
pality in all of Finland, 
just after Helsinki. 
Vaasa received an 
overall score of 8.6, 
exactly the same 
score as Helsinki, 
which came in first 
place. The first place 
was only decided by 
comparing individual 
areas. 

The comparison publis-
hed on Tuesday, 16 June 
2026 shows that Vaasa 
has managed to build an 
exceptionally strong unit. 
The city stands out espe-
cially in the number of 
employees, employment 
opportunities and work 
experience, where it even 
beats the capital. 

Helsinki, on the other 
hand, scored slightly bet-
ter in terms of municipal 
finances, treatment ratios 
and voter turnout, which 
was enough to keep it 
slightly at the top. 

Vaasa’s success is no 
coincidence. The city is al-
ready known as the most 
significant energy tech-
nology hub in the Nordic 
countries. There are more 
than 180 energy compa-
nies operating in the area, 
forming the international-
ly renowned EnergyVaasa 
cluster. A strong export 

industry, two universities 
and a growing internatio-
nal workforce have incre-
ased the city’s attractive-
ness for several years. At 
the same time, the popu-
lation of Vaasa has been 
steadily growing, which 
distinguishes the city from 
many Finnish municipali-

and JHL, and the indicator 
has been implemented by 
Aula Research. 

The ten largest muni-
cipalities of the year in-
cluded only two large ci-
ties: Helsinki and Vaasa. 
Kittilä came in third, and 
the top ten also included 
Sodankylä, Pietarsaari, 

just an investment. It is a 
strong message that the 
city has managed to com-
bine a lively business life, 
high-quality working life 
and sustainable develop-
ment in a way that attracts 
attention throughout Fin-
land. If the current trend 
continues, Vaasa may well 

ties.
JHL’s municipal indica-

tor does not only look at 
the economy. The compa-
rison is assessed by mu-
nicipalities using eleven 
different indicators. The 
topics covered include 
municipal finances, bu-
siness, service efficiency, 
demographic developme-
nt, employment, quality of 
work, work ability and the 
realisation of democracy. 
The data are based on data 
from the member survey 
conducted by Finland’s 
local and regional autho-
rities, Statistics Finland 

Rauma, Eurajoki and Por-
boo, among others. The 
results show that success 
can be built in very diffe-
rent municipalities around 
Finland. 

For Vaasa, however, the 
silver medal is more than 

become number one in the 
whole country in the next 
comparison.

Source: JHL’s munici-
pal indicator 2026, press 
release published on 16 
June 2026.
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imagery. Visitors can take part in works that 
are characterized by color, light and move-
ment – characteristics that have made her 
appreciated both as an artist and as a visual 
arts teacher.

Many people recognize Ulrika Nabb from 
Borgaregatan school in Vaasa, where she 
teaches visual arts. But she is also a well-
known name in the cultural life of Korsholm 
through her long-term involvement in the 
revue activities at Österhankmo UF, where 
she has contributed for many years with set 
design, costume ideas and artistic creativity.
The Arte Mare Gallery, located at the World 
Heritage Gate next to the Replot Bridge, has 
become an important meeting place for 
professional artists in the region. During the 
summer, the gallery attracts both locals and 
tourists visiting the Kvarken World Heritage 
Site, and many combine the art visit with ex-
cursions in the unique archipelago environ-
ment.
The exhibition therefore offers not only an 
opportunity to discover new art, but also to 
experience one of Ostrobothnia’s most visited 
tourist destinations.
Time: 18 June–29 July 2026.
Location: Gallery Arte Mare, World Heritage 
Gate at the Replot Bridge, Mustasaari.
Reference: Mustasaari Municipality 

THEATRE IN PETALAX
Classic story becomes 
summer theatre in Petalax 
– ”The siblings at Årstu” 
takes place on the open-air 
stage
A beloved Nordic story gets new life when 
Petalax local history association puts on ”The 
siblings at Årstu” this summer. The perfor-
mance offers a warm and moving portrayal of 
family ties, love and the struggle for a better 
life – all in a genuine Ostrobothnian summer 
theatre environment.
The story takes place in an older farming 
community where everyday life is characteri-
zed by hard work, strong cohesion and diffi-
cult choices. Through the story, the audience 
gets to follow the siblings’ fates as they face 
both joy and adversity.
On stage is an ensemble of local amateur 
actors who have worked intensively with the 

THE OLD CHURCH IN ISOKYRÖ
The Middle Ages become reality! The old church in 
Isokyrö will open after renovation – this summer 
will be unforgettable
It is one of the oldest stone churches in Finland, and is now open again. 
The old St. Laurentius Church in Isokyrö, built in the early 14th century, 
has been opened to the public – but there is one thing that surprises 
visitors before they even have time to admire the famous medieval murals.

The benches are gone – 
and the moisture is here 
to stayThe renovation is 
not quite finished yet. Wall 
surfaces and ceilings are 
still being cleaned, and the 
work will last for several 
years. That is why scaffol-
ding and buildings can be 
seen in the church in the 
summer. But that’s not the 
only quirk: the benches 
have not yet been put back 
in their places, so people 
will be seated in tempora-
ry seats at this summer’s 
events. In addition, the old 
stone church lives a life of 
its own – the floor renova-
tion has been carried out 
with respect for the his-
torical environment, and 
there will always be a cer-

tain amount of moisture. 
The congregation reminds 
that the most sensitive can 
react to this.
The bishop inaugurated 

the season – now there 
will be concerts, markets 
and a 500-kilometre pilgri-
mageThe summer began 
on Midsummer Saturday, 
when Bishop Matti Sa-
lomäki led the opening 
mass. After this, Sunday 
Mass continues from June 
21 to August 30 (excl. 12.7. 
and 2.8.). But this is just 
the beginning!
Lunch Music offers a 

break on summer Thurs-
days 25.6–30.7 at 12.00. It 
will be a diverse produc-
tion: summer songs (Mar-
gareta Tauriainen & Suvi 

Koivisto), the joy of Duo 
Fagius-Sarsila, Duo Be-
sis-Honkanen’s summer 
idyll, sing-alongs accom-
panied by Arto Ristolai-
nen’s positive guitar, organ 
choirs and pianist Sasja 
Jantunen’s summer day 
songs.
The pilgrim trail opens 

– from Vörå to the Old 
ChurchThe month will 
culminate on Sunday 30 
August at 10 a.m., when 
the Isokyrö section of the 
St. Olav Ostrobothnia pil-
grimage route will be ope-
ned. It is Ostrobothnia’s 
own route, which goes all 
the way to Trondheim in 
Norway – the length in 
Finland is as much as 500 
kilometers! Parish pastor 

Vihori Leskelä leads the 
pilgrimage from Vöyri to 
the Old Church.

Guidance, markets and 
star speakers
The guides of the Isokyrö 
Guide Club are on site on 
Saturdays and Sundays 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. to tell 
you the secrets of murals. In 
the summer, there will also 
be an 18th-century market 
on 7–9 August and a traditio-
nal mass in the style of the 
1700s. A special treat is the 
”Strawberries and Cream” 
concert on Saturday 8 Au-
gust at 3 pm, where the mu-
sic is played with authentic 
18th century instruments 
(programme 10 €).
Don’t forget Wed 15.7. at 

6 p.m. Evening of Patriotic 
Hymns with the Untamala 
Choir (organized by Unta-
mala). Lotta Heritage Asso-
ciation) or Sun 23 August at 
6 p.m. Awakening Societies, 
where speakers include 
Paula Risikko, Terhi Kai-
ra, Elina Mäki and Raimo 
Mäki.
The Old Church is now 

open – come and experien-
ce history, art and a unique 
atmosphere! Just remem-
ber to be prepared for the 
fact that you have to look 
for a bench and moisture is 
part of the thing.
Source: Isokyrö Parish
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rehearsals during the spring. The Summer 
Theatre has become an important tradition in 
Petalax and attracts audiences from all over 
Ostrobothnia every year.
For many, the theatre visit is a full-day ex-
cursion where culture is combined with café 
visits and hikes in the scenic area. The orga-
nizers hope for a large audience this summer 
as well and recommend that tickets be boo-
ked well in advance.
The performance is aimed at both adults 
and older children and is especially suitable 
for those who appreciate classic stories with 
humor, drama and recognition.
Time and place: Played during the summer of 
2026 in Petalax. Exact performance dates can 
be found on Netticket.
Reference: Petalax hembygdsförening / Net-
ticket.

THEATRE IN KORSHOLM
Romance and secrets await 
– ”Adalmina’s Pearl” will be 
this summer’s family show

One of Finland-Swedish literature’s most 
beloved fairy tales will move onto the stage 
this summer when Korsholms Teater pre-
sents ”The Pearl of Adalmina”.
The classic story is about Princess Adalmina, 
whose unusual beauty and wisdom are tied 
to a magical gem. When the pearl disappears, 
her life changes completely, and she is for-
ced to discover that real strength lies not in 
external wealth, but in the human heart and 
actions.
The performance offers music, colorful cos-
tumes and imaginative stage solutions that 
make the story come alive for both children 
and adults. Director and ensemble want to 
create a family performance where humor, 
excitement and reflection go hand in hand.
Mustasaari Theatre has for many years been 
known for its ambitious summer produc-
tions, and this year’s production is expected 
to attract a wide audience. For many child-
ren, this will be their first encounter with 
one of Zacharias Topelius’ most beloved fairy 
tales, while adults will have the opportunity 
to rediscover a classic in a new guise.
The tickets have already aroused a lot of in-
terest and the organizers recommend book-
ing in advance, especially for the weekend 
performances.
Time and place: Summer 2026. Playing dates 
and ticket booking are available via Netticket.
Reference: Korsholms Teater / Netticket.

MICROSOFT
Microsoft reserves huge 
land area – could pave the 
way for new billion-dollar 
investment
A new step towards a possible giant investment 
has been taken in the Vaasa region. Microsoft has 
reserved about 190 hectares of land in Mustasaari 
and Vaasa to investigate the possibilities for future 
establishments.

NEWS

META

ART IN ÖVERMARK
An abandoned house becomes the sum-
mer’s most mysterious art experience

A house that is over a 
hundred years old and 
long abandoned in Över-
mark is getting a new 
lease of life this summer 
– not through renova-
tion, but through art. 

On 4 July, the site-speci-
fic exhibition The Hid-
den Spots opens, where 
visitors are invited to a 
different walk through a 
house filled with memo-
ries, hidden stories and 
the imprints of time.
Behind the project are 

the artist duo Bekim Ha-
saj and Valentina Gelain, 
who have been exploring 
abandoned buildings 
and their history for se-
veral years. In the old 
building on Dermossvä-
gen, they have created 
installations, video art, 
sculptures and poetic 
expressions that interact 
with the building’s worn 
walls and quiet rooms. 
Together with sound 
artist Stefan Backas, 
they have also created a 
sound world that enhan-
ces the experience.
The exhibition is part 

of the regional art mu-
seum activities of the 
Vaasa Museums and is 
part of the international 
research project What 
is Left in the Temple of 
Memory, which exami-
nes how time, place and 
memories affect people’s 
experience of their sur-
roundings.

Visitors are encoura-
ged to discover the hid-
den details of the house 
for themselves and crea-
te their own story about 
the place. The aim is not 
only to show art, but also 
to raise questions about 
how memories live on 
in environments that pe-
ople once left behind.
The exhibition will be 

on display from 4 July–2 
August 2026 at Dermoss-
vägen 20 in Övermark. 
The artists will be on site 
Wednesday–Thursday 
from 12 noon to 5 p.m. 
and Friday–Sunday from 
12 noon to 6 p.m. An 
opening will be held on 
Friday 3 July at 5–8 pm, 
when visitors can meet 
the artists and enjoy mu-
sic and refreshments.
The project has recei-

ved support from the 
Arts Promotion Centre 
Finland, the Swedish 
Cultural Foundation in 
Finland, the Finnish He-
ritage Agency and the 
Finnish Cultural Foun-
dation and is another 
example of how contem-
porary art can give new 
life to historical environ-
ments and create new 
places to visit in the Os-
trobothnian countryside. 
Image: Bekim Hasaj 

and Valentina Gelain: 
The Hidden Spots. Pho-
to: Valentina Gelain.
Reference: City of Vaa-

sa

WELLBEING SERVICES COUNTIES
The wellbeing services county 
of South Ostrobothnia will be 
subjected to an assessment 
procedure – what it means
The state takes the lead: the 
decision-making power of the 
wellbeing services counties of South 
Ostrobothnia, South Karelia and 
Kymenlaakso is now significantly 
restricted. Huge deficits in the 
background – more than 120 million 
euros in South Ostrobothnia.
On Tuesday, the Ministry of Finance 
struck
On Tuesday, 16 June 2026, the 
Ministry of Finance decided to 
launch an assessment procedure in 
the wellbeing services counties of 
South Ostrobothnia, South Karelia 
and Kymenlaakso. The decision 
was signed by Minister of Local 
Government and Regional Affairs 
Anna-Kaisa Ikonen (National Coalition 
Party). The procedure is based on 
financial realisation data and financial 
statements for 2025.
In South Ostrobothnia, the situation is 
critical: the deficits of previous years 
have accumulated more than EUR 
120 million. Wellbeing services county 
director Tero Järvinen confirms that it 
is a question of financial problems, not 
the quality or sufficiency of services.
Will the region lose its decision-
making power?
Yes and no. The initiation of the 
assessment procedure restricts the 
wellbeing services county's own 
decision-making power. The region 
cannot make decisions that would 
have significant and long-term 
effects on its economy. However, the 
decision-making power will not be 
transferred directly to the ministry – 
but the evaluation group will guide and 
propose measures.
An evaluation group will be set up 
for the region, which will include 
members from the Ministry of 
Finance, the Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Health, the Ministry of the 
Interior and the wellbeing services 

county itself. A person independent 
of the region and ministries will be 
appointed as the chairperson of the 
group. The groups will be appointed 
at the end of August and the work will 
begin in September – with the aim of 
completing it in the summer of 2027.
"Fear is worse than a bang"
Paula Risikko (National Coalition 
Party), Chair of the South Ostrobothnia 
Regional Council, was not surprised by 
the decision – the wellbeing services 
county meets the criteria defined in 
the law. According to Risikko, there is 
no need to be afraid of the assessment 
procedure, even though it sets a strict 
framework.
"Basic services are a human right, and 
I trust that they are not required of 
us. Fear is often worse than a bang," 
Risikko says.
However, the county councillors fear 
drastic weakening of services. Hanna 
Peräaho (Centre Party), a councillor 
from Lapua, wonders about the 
situation: "It's a bit strange that the 
Ministry of Finance defines social and 
health care services."
Savings are now hitting Seinäjoki
So far, the savings have been targeted 
at the peripheral areas – the inpatient 
ward of the Lapua Health Centre has 
already been closed, and three other 
wards will be closed soon. Now the 
focus is on the central hospital city of 
Seinäjoki.
Jouni Vallin and Petri Juurakko, 
regional councillors of the Finns Party, 
say that they were not surprised to 
have to go through the assessment 
procedure – the savings made are not 
enough, and the big policies have not 
been made.
The state is now taking the reins – and 
it is time for South Ostrobothnia to put 
its finances in order. At any cost.
Source: Ministry of Finance, Yle, 
Verkkouutiset 
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The land reservation does not yet imply a final 
investment decision, but shows that the region 
continues to attract international interest. The 
area offers good access to electricity, modern 
infrastructure and proximity to the leading energy 
technology clusters in the Nordic region.
Data centers and AI infrastructure require large 
amounts of electricity and advanced grid solu-
tions – something that the Vaasa region has good 
conditions to offer. If the project goes ahead, it 
could mean significant investments, new jobs and 
a strengthened international profile for the entire 
region.
Source: Mustasaari Municipality.

ELLY SIGFRIDS SQUARE
The Summer Market is back 
– every Thursday Smedsby 
is filled with life
The summer will once again be full of market 
atmosphere at Elly Sigfrid’s square in Smedsby. 
From 4 June to 13 August 2026, a summer market 
will be held every Thursday, where local entre-
preneurs, food artisans and associations gather to 
meet visitors.
The square offers locally produced food, handi-
crafts, flowers and other local products. At the 
same time, the square will be a natural meeting 
place with music, activities and a vibrant street 
life that attracts both municipal residents and 
summer guests.
The summer market has become a cherished 
tradition in Mustasaari and is an important part of 
the municipality’s work to strengthen local com-
merce and create life in the city centre during the 
summer months.
Time: Every Thursday 4 June–13 August 2026.
Location: Elly Sigfrids torg, Smedsby, Mustasaari.
Source: Mustasaari Municipality.

CITY ORCHESTRA
Free Music by the Sea – 
Strömsö to Host Two Sum-
mer Concerts

 
 
Summer evenings in Vaasa are about to get even 
more memorable. The Vaasa City Orchestra will 
perform two free outdoor concerts at Strömsö, 
offering audiences a chance to enjoy live music 
in one of the region’s most picturesque seaside 
settings. 
 
The concerts will take place on July 14 and July 16, 
2026, at Strömsö in Vaasa. Audiences can expect a 
varied programme featuring classical music, tan-
go, folk melodies and beloved popular tunes. The 
performances will be given by smaller ensembles 
from the city orchestra, creating an intimate at-
mosphere close to the audience. 
 
With free admission and a beautiful waterfront 
backdrop, the concerts are expected to attract 
both local residents and summer visitors. Orga-
nisers hope the events will become a highlight of 
Vaasa’s cultural summer season. 

NEWS

META

HISTORY
A FATEFUL WEEK 85 YEARS AGO
The fateful days that shaped Finland

Communiqué of the Go-
vernment
We must be more vigi-
lant than before. The go-
vernment has issued the 
following communiqué: 
We have entered a direct 
danger zone. To make our 
security more effective, 
we have already called up 
reserves in service. Now 
we must be even more 
vigilant than before. An 
independent, free Finland 
expects every citizen to 
maintain his or her calm 
and self-control at this de-
manding time, to carry out 
his or her work calmly and 
to fulfil his duty with firm 
confidence in a happy fu-
ture for our country.

Russian aviation has vio-
lated our territory.
Between 6 and 7 a.m. on 
Sunday morning, Soviet 
Russian military planes 
violated Finnish territory 
in several places. At 6.05 
a.m., several Soviet planes 
in two groups bombarded 
the Finnish pan-Soviet 
ships. No injuries were hi-
red. 
At 6.15 a.m., four Soviet 
planes bombarded the 
coastal defense installa-
tions on Alskär. A few fires 
occurred, but no signifi-
cant injuries were repor-
ted. 

At 6.45 a.m., several Rus-
sian Russian planes bom-
barded Finnish ships in 
the Turku archipelago 
from a very high altitude. 
Even on the south-eastern 
border of our country, So-
viet planes had in the mor-
ning of the night flown 
over the border with our 
country at some points, 
but no bombardment took 
place there. The planes 
flew very high. 
On Monday 23 June at 
1.20 and 4.45 a.m., several 
Russian reconnaissance 
planes violated Finnish 
territory in Kuhmo on 
Lammasperä and in Solke 
on the northern part of 
Lake Pielisjärvi. They flew 
at a relatively high altitude 
far into our area. 
On the same day at 2.55 
p.m., the 280-tonne mo-
tor vessel Disea was twice 
hit by three Soviet Russian 
bombers in the Turku ar-
chipelago north of Utö at 
Knivskär. 

Protest against the Russi-
an border violations.
During a visit by Russian 
envoy Orlov to the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, he was 
verbally protested against 
the Russian bombing of 
Finnish targets. Orlov pro-
mised to request from his 
government the necessary 

investigation of the matter 
and later to bring it to the 
attention of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.
privacy violated.

Russian diplomatic fami-
lies leave Helsinki.
On Tuesday evening, 
goods were loaded onto 
cars outside the Soviet 
Russian legation in Helsin-
ki. The incident attracted 
such attention from street 
users that a large crowd 
soon gathered outside the 
building. According to 
what has been learned, 
the families of the offici-
als of the Russian legation 
left for their homeland. 
However, the envoy and 
the legation officials stay-
ed in Helsinki.

Cannon Thunder
and explosions were heard 
Monday evening and Tues-
day morning in Helsinki 
from the south, but no fur-
ther information could be 
given about the location.

Major damage to the Rus-
sian Hanko fortifications.
According to some reports, 
German airmen have 
caused heavy damage to 
the Russian fortifications 
in the leased Hanko area 
during heavy dive bom-
bing raids. Likewise, air-

ports in Estonia have been 
bombed. On Wednesday, 
smoke was still observed 
on the Finnish side, which 
penetrated over from the 
Estonian coast.

German public opinion 
and Finland.
The German press greets 
Hitler’s decision to make 
a deal with Soviet Russia 
with enthusiasm. There 
is no other form of solu-
tion to the situation that 
has arisen, they say. In 
his article, Hamburger 
Fremdenblatt touches 
on Finland and writes, 
among other things; The 
people of Germany have 
never forgotten Finland’s 
heroic struggle in 1939. At 
that time, on the eve of the 
imminent confrontation 
with France, Germany had 
to watch with indignation 
how a small, proud nation 
was attacked by the Russi-
an force.

The country must be de-
fended by all means of 
force.
At the plenary session of 
Parliament on Wednes-
day, Prime Minister Rang-
ell reported on the current 
situation and the circum-
stances that have led to it. 
The Prime Minister noted 
that Finland has been un-

In the last trembling days of June 1941, the earth burned. In a few dramatic days, Finland’s fate 
was decided for decades to come – in a geopolitical spectacle in which the die was irrevocably 
cast.

It was on June 22 that the world held its breath. Nazi Germany unleashed their  devastating forces 
in Operation Barbarossa, a massive and initially ruthlessly successful attack on the Soviet Union. 
But the rumble of the great power quickly echoed all the way into the Finnish forests.

Even before the big discharge, German boots were standing on Finnish soil, a silent whisper of 
what was to come.

For Moscow, the matter was clear: Finland was already regarded as Hitler’s ally. The answer was 
immediate and merciless. Russian bombers darkened the Nordic summer sky and death rained 
down on Finnish cities.

In the press and the people’s minds there was no turning back. Finland declared itself to be at 
war, but the newspaper headlines painted a clear picture: this was not a war of aggression, but an 
inevitable, heroic defensive war for the pure survival of the nation. It was the beginning of a new, 
dark chapter in our history.

These texts were published in Kaskö tidning today 85 years ago. 
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Venue: Strömsö, Vaasa, Finland 
Dates: July 14 and July 16, 2026 
Admission: Free 
Source: City of Vaasa / Vaasa City Orchestra

UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF VAASA
Can clean energy lift Fin-
land? University of Vaasa 
brings the debate to Suomi-
Areena

How will Finland go from growing public debt to incre-
ased competitiveness? That is the main question when 
the University of Vaasa organises a topical seminar 
during SuomiAreena in Pori on Tuesday 23 June at 
11.00–11.45 at Kirkkolava, Hallituskatu 1. Under the 
heading ”From debt Finland to attractiveness Finland”, 
researchers and experts discuss how clean energy, in-
vestments and strengthened resilience can create new 
economic growth. In recent years, Vaasa has developed 
into the leading energy cluster in the Nordic region, 
which gives the university a strong starting point in the 
debate on Finland’s future competitiveness. The con-
versation is expected to attract both decision-makers, 
companies and the general public during one of the 
country’s most important social arenas. 
Time: Tuesday 23 June 2026 at 11.00–11.45Location: 
Kirkkolava, Hallituskatu 1, Pori
Source: University of Vaasa / SuomiAreena.

UNIVERSITY OF VAASA
New mobile app turns natu-
re excursions into a game 
– attracting more people to 
the pearls of South Ostro-
bothnia

Discovering nature can soon become as exciting 
as playing a mobile game. Researchers at the 
University of Vaasa have developed a new mobile 
game that will inspire more people to visit na-
ture destinations in South Ostrobothnia – while 
tourism takes place in a sustainable way.
The game is based on visitors solving missions, 

NEWSHISTORY
der attack on Wednesday 
by the Soviet Union, which 
has launched war opera-
tions against Finland. For 
this reason, Finland has 
begun to defend itself with 
all the military means at 
its disposal. After hearing 
the Prime Minister’s expl-
anation, Parliament una-
nimously gave the Govern-
ment a vote of confidence.
Numerous towns bombar-
ded by Russian aircraft. 
On Wednesday, Russian 
aviation carried out bom-
bing raids over our coun-
try. The bombing targets 
were Turku, Helsinki, Utti, 
Lappeenranta, Heinola, 
Hämeenlinna, Forssa and 
Kotka. The city of Kotka 
was subjected to repeated 
Russian air raids during 
the day, and the Enso»G-
utzeit area was damaged 
by 35-45 million kronor. 
Mark. Regarding damage 
and losses in the city itself, 
there is no information. In 
the last bombardment of 
the day, 22 machines took 
part. 
In Heinola, buildings 
caught fire and 7 people 
were killed. In Kalvola, the 
forest was set on fire, but 
extinguished. In Turku, 10 
people were injured and a 
residential block burned 
down. Later it is reported 
that 100 bombers threw 
their loads at the city and 
that great damage was cau-
sed, including the Turku 
Castle being hit, in which a 
fire broke out.

The Russian advance for-
ced Germany to strike.
The High Command in 
Berlin has long kept the 
government informed 
that the Russian advan-
ce on the German fron-
tier must be regarded as 
unprecedented. There is 
no doubt that the Soviets 
have for months used the 
Russian-German pact as a 
cover to carry out the most 
tremendous military mar-
ch in their history against 
Germany undisturbed in 
the interests of England. 
Germany’s security re-
quires that this threat be 
removed immediately. It 
is noted that the Soviet 
Union in the Baltic States 
has concentrated 650,000 
men. At the Romanian 
border, strong fighting for-
ces have marched up. On 
the German frontier there 
are 118 regular Russian 
divisions, 20 cavalry divi-
sions, and 40 pan* sarist 
divisions. At the airports in 
eastern Poland, the Soviets 
have pulled together 2,000 
airplanes.

Defence Command

has issued protective mea-
sures.
The Defence Command 
has issued the following 
orders: In all towns and 
centres of settlement, the 
following measures pro-
vided for in the Civil Pro-
tection Act must be taken 
without delay: 
1) all civil defence shelters 
are prepared and designa-
ted in accordance with the 
regulations
2) the necessary tempora-
ry shelters should be erec-
ted. 
3) The windows are pro-
tected with shatter protec-
tion. 
4) The attics are emptied 
and the houses are put on 
standby.’

Finland’s enemy is also 
hunger.
Washington, June 22. Fin-
land’s envoy in Washing-
ton, Minister Piocopé, 
announced on Sunday: 
”Finland’s only enemy is 
hunger. I have not recei-
ved any information from 
Finland about the general 
situation. Finland is at its 
best in the area of an in-
ternational conflict. It is 
an independent state. It 
is prepared to fight for its 
freedom. Its earnest and 
sincere desire is to main-
tain friendly relations with 
all countries. We Finns ex-
ist only for Finland’s sake. 
We will not fight for the 
interests of others.”

No petroleum for tractors. 
The purchase of wood car-
buretors is recommended.
The Ministry of National 
Supply informs all tractor 
owners that petroleum for 
agricultural tractors can be 
granted for neither sum-
mer nor autumn needs, so 
tractor owners who need 
their tractors are urged to 
purchase wood carbure-
tors as soon as possible. 
Tractors for which wood 
gasifiers have not been or-
dered before July 15, and 
for which it is therefore 
considered that the owner 
is no longer in need, may, 
if necessary, be put into 
public use by the govern-
ment and moved to such 
areas as they are needed 
during the harvest season.

Helsinki Anniversary 
Song Festival postponed
The board of the anniver-
sary singing test in Hels-
inki, which was scheduled 
to take place from 2B to 29 
June, has decided to post-
pone the celebration to a 
date to be determined at 
a later date due to the cur-
rent situation.

The President announces to the peo-
ple Finland’s response to the Russian 
attack:

OUR SECOND DEFENSIVE BATTLE HAS 
BEGUN

“We go in order to end an eternal 
threat”

The Bolsheviks’ plans to destroy Fin-
land are revealed in the president’s 
speech.
Citizens.

Our peace-loving people, who for more than a year 
have been stretching their strength to the utmost to 
rebuild their country to prosper after the previous 
war, have once again been subjected to a brutal 
attack. Once again, the same enemy who, in the 
course of the last 450 years, has waged war against 
our little people with short pauses for 90 years, 
destroying, crushing and murdering, penetrating 
our territory and killing peaceful citizens, chiefly the 
elderly, women and children, and wreaking havoc 
on the property of the citizens. Immediately after 
the outbreak of the war between Germany and the 
U.S.S.R., a number of violations of the boundaries 
took place on the part of the U.S.S.R., as a result of 
which we made vigorous protests, but to no avail. 
From Wednesday onwards, the armed forces of the 
Soviet Union, without any regard for agreement 
and without any reason on our part, have carried 
out regular, extensive acts of war in all parts of our 
country, and according to their customs, directed 
them chiefly against completely open places and the 
peaceful civilian population.

So our second defensive battle has begun barely 19 
months after the events of the last attack. The new 
attack of the Soviet Union on Finland is like an end to 
the policy that the Soviet Union has pursued against 
Finland since the Peace of Moscow, the purpose of 
which has been to destroy our independence and 
enslave our people.

After being left without military help in the Winter 
War of 1939, we were forced to make peace with the 
Soviet Union during the dark night of March 13, a 
peace which, after our successful defensive struggle 
and all our sacrifices, felt paralyzing heavy.
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Fast work boats are used daily by authorities, 
rescue services and the offshore industry. Now, 
research by Mikko Lehtimäki from the University 
of Vaasa shows that safety can be significantly 
improved by focusing more on the person behind 
the helm.
The study points out that the human factor – such 
as stress, fatigue, communication and deci-
sion-making – often plays a crucial role in acci-
dents. Through better training, clearer procedures 
and modern technology, the risks can be signifi-
cantly reduced.
The results are important not least for Finland, 
where fast work boats are used along the long 
coast and in the archipelago all year round. The 
research may also have international significance 
as similar vessels are used by coast guards and 
rescue organizations worldwide.
Source: University of Vaasa
Photo: Mikko Lehtimäen väitöstutkimuksen 
mukaan vaaratilanne- ja onnettomuusanalyysit 
keskittyvät edelleen liiaksi yksilöiden virheisiin. 
Kuva: Mikko Lehtimäki. Kuva vapaasti käytettä-
vissä.

UNIVERSITY OF VAASA
Innovations can create 
bigger gaps – researchers 
want to see a new model for 
cities
Innovations are often highlighted as the key to 
the cities of the future. However, new research by 
Johanna Kalliokoski from the University of Vaasa 
warns that the development can also increase 
inequality if all residents are not given the oppor-
tunity to take part in the changes.
The researchers believe that investments in new 
technology and digitalisation often benefit already 
strong areas, while other districts risk falling 
behind. The solution is a more inclusive innova-
tion policy where citizens, businesses and deci-
sion-makers work together from the start.

The issue is topical in many European cities that 
are investing heavily in smart city solutions. 
According to the researchers, social sustainability 
can be just as important as technological develop-
ment when planning the cities of the future.
Photo: University of Vaasa. The image is freely availa-

HEALTH
THE DOCTOR ANSWERS
Ticks

There seem to be a lot of 
ticks here in the Vaasa 
area this year, certain-
ly more than in previo-
us years. I had a tick 
that had bitten into the 
skin on my thigh a cou-
ple of days ago. What 
diseases can a tick bite 
cause? How can you av-
oid them? And how are 
they treated? 

The mild winter and 
warm spring have crea-
ted good conditions for 
ticks, and many people 
feel that they are more 
numerous than befo-
re in the Vaasa region. 
Regardless of whether 
the number has actu-
ally increased or not, 
the risk of tick bites is 
greatest from spring to 
autumn. Therefore, it is 
important to know what 
diseases a tick bite can 
cause – and how best to 
protect yourself.
The most common di-

sease is Lyme disease 
(Lyme disease), which is 
caused by bacteria. The 
infection is not trans-
mitted immediately, but 
the risk increases the 
longer the tick remains. 
Therefore, it is wise to 
check the body every 
evening after staying 
in forest, tall grass or 
bushlands and remove 
ticks as soon as pos-
sible.
An early sign of Lyme 

disease is a redness that 
gradually grows around 
the bite. If it grows lar-
ger than about 4–5 cen-
timetres or continues to 
expand for a few days, 
you should contact your 
healthcare provider. In 

this case, the infection 
is treated with anti-
biotics, which in most 
cases cure the disease 
completely. Untreated 
Lyme disease can later 
cause problems from 
the joints, nervous sys-
tem or heart.
Another disease is 

TBE (tick-borne en-
cephalitis), which is 
caused by a virus. Un-
like Lyme disease, anti-
biotics do not help aga-
inst TBE. The disease 
can start with fever and 
f lu-like symptoms, but 
in some people an in-
f lammation of the brain 
or meninges develops. 
There is no curative tre-
atment – treatment only 
relieves symptoms.
The only effective 

protection against TBE 
is vaccination, which is 
recommended for pe-
ople who live or spend 
a lot of time in areas 
where the infection oc-
curs. The vaccine provi-
des good protection, but 
requires several doses 
and booster doses every 
few years.
However, the best 

protection against ticks 
is simple: wear long 
trousers and covering 
clothing in nature, 
preferably walk in the 
middle of the paths, 
use tick repellent if 
necessary, and always 
carry out a thorough 
tick check when you get 
home. A minute in front 
of the mirror in the eve-
ning can be the most 
important preventive 
measure throughout the 
summer.

collecting digital rewards and learning more 
about the area’s natural and cultural environme-
nts during their excursions. The goal is to spread 
visitors across more destinations and reduce the 
load on the most popular destinations.
The project combines digital technology with 
nature tourism and shows how gamification can 
contribute to both increased tourism and bet-
ter nature conservation. Similar solutions have 
already attracted interest internationally, where 
digital experiences are used to make outdoor life 
more attractive, especially for younger genera-
tions.
Source: University of Vaasa 
Photo: University of Vaasa.

UNIVERSITY OF VAASA
Millions in support for fu-
ture research – University 
of Vaasa invests in energy, 
health and safety

The University of Vaasa is strengthening its 
research after being granted significant external 
research grants for several new projects. The 
funding will be used for research in the energy 
transition, healthcare, cyber security and societal 
preparedness.
The university is already internationally known 
for its energy research through the strong coo-
peration with energy cluster companies in the 
Vaasa region. The new projects will, among other 
things, develop smarter energy systems, improve 
the efficiency of healthcare and strengthen socie-
ty’s resilience to future crises.
Research funding is highly competitive, which 
makes the new grants particularly significant. The 
results are expected not only to contribute to new 
science, but also to provide concrete solutions 
for business, the public sector and international 
partners.
Source: University of Vaasa 
Photo: University of Vaasa.

UNIVERSITY OF VAASA
Human error behind many 
accidents – new research 
will make workboats safer
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more extreme precipitation events in 
different parts of the world.
The report is published at the same 
time as several countries in southern 
Europe are experiencing very high 
summer temperatures. In parts of Spain, the 
temperature during the summer has reached 
around 40 degrees.
The researchers' conclusion is that the 
development shows how fast the climate 
continues to change and how important it is 
to closely monitor the changes in the Earth's 
energy balance.
Source: Copernicus Climate Change Service 
(C3S)

CLIMATE CHANGE
Helsingin Sanomat 
yesterday, June 27
One of the biggest points of disagreement in 
international climate negotiations concerns 
funding for climate adaptation. Wealthy 
countries, including those in Europe, should 
finance adaptation measures in poorer and more 
vulnerable countries.
Even within Europe, too little has been invested 
in climate adaptation. Fittingly, Europe's largest 
independent climate event, London Climate 
Week, was held in the United Kingdom this week. 
An event where climate experts were supposed to 
discuss how the world can adapt to extreme heat 
had to be cancelled because of extreme heat.
It is both absurd and short-sighted that, at the 
same time, Finland is discussing how its tourism 
industry could benefit from the rest of Europe 
becoming increasingly scorched. According to 
climate scientists, temperatures exceeding 40°C 
will eventually become a reality in the Nordic 
countries as well.

CLIMATE CHANGE
 Yesterday, Denmark has 
been the hottest ever 
Denmark has written climate history. On 
Saturday, the country's highest temperature was 
measured since official measurements began in 
1874. In Aarhus, the temperature rose to around 
37 degrees, which means a new national heat 
record. 
The previous record was broken earlier in the 
day in the area of Odense, where 36.6 degrees 
were recorded. But the heat continued to rise and 
during the afternoon, the Danish Meteorological 
Institute confirmed that the historic 37-degree 
limit had been passed. 
The extreme heat wave is affecting large parts 
of Europe. Several countries have introduced 
warnings for high temperatures, and records 
have also been recorded in the UK, France and 
southern Sweden, among others. Meteorologists 
link the unusually intense heat to a prolonged 
high pressure that brings in very warm air from 
southern Europe and North Africa. At the same 
time, climate scientists warn that extreme heat 
waves are becoming both more common and 
more intense in line with global warming. Very 
high temperatures are also expected in the Nordic 
countries
The means to slow global warming are already 
known, but policymakers must put them into 
practice. Greenhouse gas emissions must be 
reduced rapidly, and carbon sinks that absorb 
carbon dioxide must no longer be allowed to 
diminish.

The Wellbeing Services County of Ostrobothnia 
emphasises that the solution can make treatment 
appointments smoother, reduce misunderstandings 
and contribute to more equal services for people with 
different language backgrounds. At the same time, the 
use is closely monitored to ensure quality and informa-
tion security.
Reference: Wellbeing Services County of Ostrobothnia.

THE WELLBEING SERVICES 
COUNTY
Two new projects will give 
young people a stronger sa-
fety net in Ostrobothnia
No young person should have to fall through the cracks. 
With this goal, the Wellbeing Services County of Ostro-
bothnia is participating in two new projects that will 
strengthen support for children and young people with 
mental illness, social problems or other challenges.
The projects are based on closer cooperation between 
the wellbeing services county, municipalities, schools 
and various organisations. By detecting problems 
earlier and offering support at the right time, it is hoped 
that more serious difficulties can be prevented later in 
life.
An important part of the initiative is to make help more 
easily accessible and better coordinated, so that fami-
lies do not have to turn to several different agencies for 
support.
The need for preventive measures has increased in 
recent years, not least when it comes to young people’s 
mental health. The new projects will therefore contri-
bute to a safer and more cohesive safety net throughout 
the county.
Reference: Wellbeing Services County of Ostrobothnia.
’

CLIMATE CHANGE

CLIMATE CHANGE
Earth's heat imbalance 
reaches record levels – 
scientists warn of faster 
climate change
The Earth's climate is changing at a rapid 
pace, and one of the clearest signals is the 
growing imbalance in the planet's energy 
system. This is shown by new research 
published within the framework of the 
Copernicus Climate Change Service.
The Earth's energy balance describes the 
difference between the energy that comes 
from the sun and the energy that leaves 
the Earth back into space. According 
to the researchers, this balance should 
be close to zero if the climate was not 
affected by human activity. Instead, the 
amount of heat stored in the climate 
system has increased steadily since the 
1970s.
According to Piers Forster, who led the 
work behind the report, the imbalance 
has now reached the highest level 
measured so far. In recent decades, it has 
also doubled.
The increasing amount of heat 
contributes to rising global temperatures 
and affects both the oceans, atmosphere 
and land surfaces. The effects are felt 
through more and more powerful heat 
waves, an increased risk of drought and 

ble.
Source: University of Vaasa

ENERGY RESEARCH
Hydrogen can bring its own 
power plants to residential 
areas – the energy of the 
future is already being te-
sted

Imagine a residential area that produces its own electri-
city – or a ship that is powered by a local energy system 
based on hydrogen. That vision can become a reality, 
according to new research at the University of Vaasa 
conducted by Vahid Shahbazbegianin. 
The researchers are investigating how so-called hydro-
gen microgrids can store energy from wind and solar 
power and then deliver electricity and heat when the 
need is greatest. The technology can reduce dependen-
ce on large electricity grids and at the same time make 
the energy supply more robust.
The solution can have a major impact on residential 
areas, industrial areas and the maritime sector, where 
the need for emission-free energy systems is growing 
rapidly. The Vaasa region, with the largest energy 
technology cluster in the Nordic region, is already an 
important test environment for the hydrogen technolo-
gy of the future.
Source: University of Vaasa
Image: Vahid Shahbazbegian’s doctoral thesis shows 
how hydrogen-powered microgrids can balance vari-
able renewable energy production, improve energy 
security and reduce costs. Photo: University of Vaasa. 
The image is freely available.

WELLBEING

THE WELLBEING SERVICES 
COUNTY
AI breaks language barriers 
– healthcare in Ostroboth-
nia tests interpretation in 
real time
Language should no longer have to stand in the way of 
safe care. The Wellbeing Services County of Ostroboth-
nia has now introduced a new AI-based interpretation 
tool that can translate conversations between healthca-
re professionals and patients in real time.
The new technology is used via mobile phone or tablet 
and can quickly translate speech between a large num-
ber of languages. The goal is to facilitate communica-
tion when a human interpreter is not available or when 
the situation requires immediate help.
AI interpreting is intended as a complement to profes-
sional interpreters, not a replacement. For sensitive or 
legally important conversations, authorized interpre-
ters are still used.
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EVENTS
TODAY

KORPHOLMEN
The leper colony opens 
its gates – a rare glimpse 
into a forgotten chapter of 
history

This Sunday, Korpholmen leprosy 
hospital in Kronoby opens to the 
public from 1 to 5 PM. Visitors can 
explore the hospital buildings, 
the church, and an exhibition hall 
featuring summer art by Auli-Maritta 
Ruuskanen. The event is free and 
organised by the Kronoby local 
history society. Don't miss this chance 
to step into one of Ostrobothnia's 
most evocative historical sites – where 
patients once lived out their lives in 
isolation. 
Source: http://kronoby.hembygd.fi

METEORIIHI
When space struck Earth – 
Meteorian  open today

 Dive into the story of a crater formed 
over 520 million years ago – from the 
meteorite impact to today’s farmland and 
Natura 2000 area.Explore rare meteorites, 
old farming machinery, an astronomical 
observatory, and a bird tower in one of 
Finland’s most important crane resting 
sites.A solar system model and crater scale 
model bring the cosmos down to earth.
Don’t miss this journey through deep time!
Source: http://www.meteoria.fi 

JUNE
 

EVENING MUSIC 
50 years of free evening mu-
sic in Vaasa – stars take over 
Vaasa Church

 
 
4. kesäkuuta – 14. elokuuta 2026 
– Joka keskiviikko klo 19.30, täysin ilmai4 

June – 14 August 2026 
– Every Wednesday at 7.30 pm, com-
pletely free. The evening music at the 
Trinity Church has been a summer 
classic for 50 years. And This year it is 
being celebrated in earnest. 
The organ has its place, of course – it 
is, after all, one of the finest churches 
in Finland. But the singing, violin, pia-
no, clarinet and cello also shine. The 
artists? Well-known Finnish musicians 
and international guest performers. 
High-quality, free and open to all. So 
simple, so good. 
Bring a friend and enjoy the bright 
June evenings until mid-August. 
Source: Bothnia Classic

 

JULY
 
DRÖMMEN 
Dreams come true at Yliopisto-
puistoa 
A magical day awaits when the Drömmen 
festival takes over Vaasa Yliopistopuisto. 
It’s all about community, good music and a 
wonderful summer atmosphere. The exact 
list of performers is still a secret, but the 
organizers promise “everything you love, 
and a little more”. Pack a picnic blanket, 
bring your friends and get ready for an 
afternoon and evening that feels like one 
long burst of happiness. 
• When: Saturday, July 4, 2026, 4 p.m. 
• Where: Vaasa University Park, Universi-
tetsstranden 7
 

BIG DAY FESTIVAL JULY 10-
11.7.2026 
Alan Walker heading to 
Vaasa – Big Day Festival 
promises huge summer 
crowds 
 
Big Day Festival 2026 is preparing for 
one of the biggest music weekends of the 
summer as international stars and Nordic 
favorites arrive in Vaasa this July. 
 
The festival takes place on July 10–11, 
2026, at the seaside university area in 
Vaasa, Universitetsstranden 7. Major acts 
include Alan Walker, Miriam Bryant and 
Mirella, alongside several Finnish and 
Scandinavian artists. 
 
Organizers describe Big Day as one of Fin-
land’s largest bilingual festivals, attracting 
thousands of visitors every year with live 
music, food areas and summer atmosp-
here by the sea. The festival is open to all 
ages, while separate 18+ and VIP sections 
will also be available. 
 
Ticket sales are already underway, and 
more artist announcements are expected 
before the festival weekend arrives. 
Source: Big Day Festival

KORSHOLM MUSIC FESTI-
VAL 

Korsholm Music Festival 
turns 40+ – stars take over 
the clear nights of the west 
coast 
22–31 July 2026 
Warm summer evenings. Clear nights. 
And top-notch music. Since 1983, Kors-
holm Music Festival has been a chamber 
music festival unlike any other. 
The founder, cellist Seppo Kimanen, 
would be proud. Since 2023, cellist Jan-Er-
ik Gustafs-son has led the festival, which 
attracts the cream of Finnish and interna-
tional art musicians. 
Experience the unique surroundings of 
the west coast as dusk falls. Bring a picnic 
basket – and a handkerchief. It can be so 
beautiful that it hurts. 
Source: Bothnia Classic

KAAOS FESTIVAL
The metal storm returns 
to Vaasa – Kaaos Festival 
gears up for a new inva-
sion
After last year’s success, Kaaos Festival is 
making a comeback in Vaasa – and the or-
ganizers promise even heavier names and 
a larger audience in the summer of 2026.
The festival will be held in Vaskiluoto on 
24–25 July 2026 in the old Wasalandia area, 
which will be transformed into a massive 
festival area for hard rock and metal fans 
from all over the Nordic region. Last year’s 
debut attracted audiences far beyond 
Ostrobothnia and brought Vaasa interna-
tional attention in the metal scene.
Now the organizers are hoping for an even 
greater impact. The festival is marketed as 
one of the most intense metal experien-
ces of the summer in Finland, with both 
international and Finnish bands on the 
program.

Hotel bookings in Vaasa are already 
expected to increase ahead of the festival 
weekend.
Source: Kaaos Festival – https://kaaosfes-
tival.fi/

UUSIKAUPUNKI
Crusell Week blows in with 
French elegance. The Vaa-
sa Philharmonic Orchestra 
participates
Uusikaupunki will be transformed into the 
capital of music from 27 July to 2 August 
2026 when Crusell Week takes over the 
city’s squares, churches and auditoriums. 
The festival opens with Avajaispuhallus on 
the square (27.7 at 12 noon), and the week 
offers everything from the children’s con-
cert Freija to the grand Grand Concert Fe-
stif in the New Church (30.7 at 6 pm) with 
the Vaasa Philharmonic Orchestra and 
Helena Juntunen as soloist. The evenings 
end with lantern concerts and French 
tunes under the stars. Source: crusell.fi/
konsertit-2026
 

VASA FESTIVAL 
A star-studded party by the 
water 
Vaasa Festival opens its doors for the elev-
enth year in a row – and offers a cavalcade 
of artists that will make your mouth water. 
We have already seen names like Robin 
Packalen, Isac Elliot and Nordman. Three 
days of music, food and a great atmosp-
here in the inner harbor. Remember that 
the VIP area has its own entrance, toilets 
and the best view of the stage. Age limit 18 
years. 
• When: July 30 – August 1, 2026 

• Where: Vaasa city center, inner harbora 

AUGUST

VAASAN MARSSI 
7-9.8.2026
42 kilometres, sea views 
and no stopwatch – Vaasa 
prepares for massive wal-
king event 
 
The city of Vaasa will once again become 
a hub for endurance walkers when the 
international Vaasan Marssi takes place 
from 7 to 9 August 2026. The three-day 
event begins daily from Market Square at 
Hovioikeudenpuistikko 15a and attracts 
participants from across Finland and 
abroad. 
Walkers can choose routes ranging from 
10 kilometres to a demanding 42-kilome-
tre challenge. The event features scenic 
routes through Strömsö, Old Vaasa and the 
UNESCO World Heritage archipelago area. 
Organisers stress that the event is not a 
race — there is no timekeeping — but the 
physical challenge is still significant, espe-
cially for those attempting several days in 
a row. Vaasan Marssi is also Finland’s only 
IML-recognised walking event.

VASA FUTURE FESTIVAL 
The future is here – and it is 
the New Nordic

VAasa will once again become a center for 
future optimists when the Wasa Future 
Festival kicks off. For ten days, companies, 
decision-makers, researchers and artists 
will gather to build a better tomorrow 
under the theme “New Nordic”. You will 
come here to network, be inspired and 
make a real difference. Expect both serio-
us and crazy ideas – all on the same stage. 
• When: 10–15 August 2026 
• Where: Wasa Innovation Center & Bock’s 
Village, Vaasa 

 
NIGHT OF ART AUG 13 
Night of Art: The whole of 
Vaasa becomes a big stage 
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George Orwell
1984
Part 33

His heart bumped in his breast with
frightening loudness. Fortunately the piece of work he was engaged on was
mere routine, the rectification of a long list of figures, not needing
close attention.

Whatever was written on the paper, it must have some kind of political
meaning. So far as he could see there were two possibilities. One, much
the more likely, was that the girl was an agent of the Thought Police,
just as he had feared. He did not know why the Thought Police should
choose to deliver their messages in such a fashion, but perhaps they had
their reasons. The thing that was written on the paper might be a threat, a
summons, an order to commit suicide, a trap of some description. But there
was another, wilder possibility that kept raising its head, though he
tried vainly to suppress it. This was, that the message did not come from
the Thought Police at all, but from some kind of underground organization.
Perhaps the Brotherhood existed after all! Perhaps the girl was part of it!
No doubt the idea was absurd, but it had sprung into his mind in the very
instant of feeling the scrap of paper in his hand. It was not till a couple
of minutes later that the other, more probable explanation had occurred to
him. And even now, though his intellect told him that the message probably
meant death--still, that was not what he believed, and the unreasonable
hope persisted, and his heart banged, and it was with difficulty that he
kept his voice from trembling as he murmured his figures into the
speakwrite.

He rolled up the completed bundle of work and slid it into the pneumatic
tube. Eight minutes had gone by. He re-adjusted his spectacles on his nose,
sighed, and drew the next batch of work towards him, with the scrap of
paper on top of it. He flattened it out. On it was written, in a large
unformed handwriting:

I LOVE YOU.

For several seconds he was too 
stunned even to throw the incrimi-
nating

thing into the memory hole. When 
he did so, although he knew very 
well the

danger of showing too much inte-
rest, he could not resist reading it once

again, just to make sure that the 
words were really there.

For the rest of the morning it was 
very difficult to work. What was even

worse than having to focus his 
mind on a series of niggling jobs 
was the

need to conceal his agitation from 
the telescreen. He felt as though a

to think this new development out. Tonight was one of his nights at the
Community Centre. He wolfed another tasteless meal in the canteen, hurried
off to the Centre, took part in the solemn foolery of a ’discussion group’,
played two games of table tennis, swallowed several glasses of gin, and
sat for half an hour through a lecture entitled ’Ingsoc in relation to
chess’. His soul writhed with boredom, but for once he had had no impulse
to shirk his evening at the Centre. At the sight of the words I LOVE YOU
the desire to stay alive had welled up in him, and the taking of minor
risks suddenly seemed stupid. It was not till twenty-three hours, when he
was home and in bed--in the darkness, where you were safe even from the
telescreen so long as you kept silent--that he was able to think
continuously.

It was a physical problem that had to be solved: how to get in touch with
the girl and arrange a meeting. He did not consider any longer the
possibility that she might be laying some kind of trap for him. He knew
that it was not so, because of her unmistakable agitation when she handed
him the note. Obviously she had been frightened out of her wits, as well
she might be. Nor did the idea of refusing her advances even cross his
mind. Only five nights ago he had contemplated smashing her skull in with
a cobblestone, but that was of no importance. He thought of her naked,
youthful body, as he had seen it in his dream. He had imagined her a fool
like all the rest of them, her head stuffed with lies and hatred, her
belly full of ice. A kind of fever seized him at the thought that he might
lose her, the white youthful body might slip away from him! What he feared
more than anything else was that she would simply change her mind if he
did not get in touch with her quickly. But the physical difficulty of
meeting was enormous. It was like trying to make a move at chess when you
were already mated. Whichever way you turned, the telescreen faced you.
Actually, all the possible ways of communicating with her had occurred to
him within five minutes of reading the note; but now, with time to think,
he went over them one by one, as though laying out a row of instruments
on a table.

Obviously the kind of encounter that had happened this morning could not
be repeated. If she had worked in the Records Department it might have
been comparatively simple, but he had only a very dim idea whereabouts in
the building the Fiction Department lay, and he had no pretext for going
there. If he had known where she lived, and at what time she left work,
he could have contrived to meet her somewhere on her way home; but to try
to follow her home was not safe, because it would mean loitering about
outside the Ministry, which was bound to be noticed. 

fire were burning in his belly. Lunch in the hot, crowded, noise-filled
canteen was torment. He had hoped to be alone for a little while during
the lunch hour, but as bad luck would have it the imbecile Parsons flopped
down beside him, the tang of his sweat almost defeating the tinny smell of
stew, and kept up a stream of talk about the preparations for Hate Week.
He was particularly enthusiastic about a papier-mache model of Big
Brother’s head, two metres wide, which was being made for the occasion by
his daughter’s troop of Spies. The irritating thing was that in the racket
of voices Winston could hardly hear what Parsons was saying, and was
constantly having to ask for some fatuous remark to be repeated. Just once
he caught a glimpse of the girl, at a table with two other girls at the
far end of the room. She appeared not to have seen him, and he did not
look in that direction again.

The afternoon was more bearable. Immediately after lunch there arrived a
delicate, difficult piece of work which would take several hours and
necessitated putting everything else aside. It consisted in falsifying a
series of production reports of two years ago, in such a way as to cast
discredit on a prominent member of the Inner Party, who was now under a
cloud. This was the kind of thing that Winston was good at, and for more
than two hours he succeeded in shutting the girl out of his mind
altogether. Then the memory of her face came back, and with it a raging,
intolerable desire to be alone. Until he could be alone it was impossible
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ded you link to www.president.gov.ua regardless of full or partial use of materials.

Ferdinand von Wright
19.3.1822, Haminalahti
31.7.1906, Haminalahti
The Fighting Capercaillies, 1886
Finnish National Gallery Collection / Ateneum Art Museum
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ART EXPERIENCE OF THE WEEK

UKRAINE PRESIDENT
The Olena Zelenska Foundation Hosted 
the “Safe School: Comprehensive Solu-
tions for Ukraine’s Children” Workshop 
at the URC 2026 in Gdansk

As part of the Ukrai-
ne Recovery Con-
ference (URC) in 
Gdańsk, the Olena 
Zelenska Foundation 
hosted the workshop 
“Safe School: Com-
prehensive Solutions 
for Ukraine’s Child-
ren,” dedicated to 
creating a safe educa-
tional environment 
amid the full-scale 
war.

Participants discussed the chal-
lenges Ukraine’s education 
system is facing, the impact of 
the war on children, and com-
prehensive solutions to ensure 
access to safe, in-person lear-
ning despite ongoing threats.

The workshop featured Yev-
hen Kudriavets, First Deputy 
Minister of Education and 
Science of Ukraine; Mariia 
Karchevych, Deputy Minis-
ter of Health of Ukraine; Ivan 
Fedorov, Head of the Zaporiz-
hzhia Regional Military Ad-
ministration; Orest Stepaniak, 
Head of the School Nutrition 
Reform Team; Oksana Zbitne-

va, Head of the Coordination 
Center for Mental Health un-
der the Cabinet of Ministers 
of Ukraine and the “How Are 
You?” All-Ukrainian Mental 
Health Program; and Victoria 
Romanova, CEO of the Olena 
Zelenska Foundation.

Opening the workshop in a 
video address, the First Lady 
of Ukraine stressed that a safe 
educational environment is 
one of the key prerequisites 
for preserving childhood and 
securing the future of Ukrai-
nian children, even in times 
of war.

“Children are learning now. 
Their childhood is happening 
now, and it must be protected 
now. That is why we cannot 
wait until the war is over to 
create safe learning condi-
tions. We must do it today,” 
the First Lady said.

Yevhen Kudriavets presented 
the government’s approach to 
restoring in-person learning 
and emphasized the impor-
tance of strengthening part-
nerships between the state 
and the international com-
munity to make it possible.

Mariia Karchevych noted that 
creating safe environments is 
critically important given the 
impact of war and prolonged 
stress on children’s health.

Ivan Fedorov shared the ex-
perience of frontline commu-
nities.

“We cannot put our children’s 
lives on hold until the war is 
over. Our responsibility is to 
create the conditions today 
for them to grow, learn, and 
build Ukraine’s future,” said 
the Head of the Zaporizhzhia 
Regional Military Adminis-
tration.

The discussion also focused 
on the comprehensive “Safe 
School” model implemented 
by the Olena Zelenska Foun-
dation. Modern shelters also 
mean energy independence, 
upgraded school kitchens, 
and an accessible, psycholo-
gically supportive learning 
environment.

“A safe educational environ-
ment is a combination of 
physical infrastructure and 
support for children’s emo-
tional well-being. That is why 
we see a shelter not simply 
as an engineering structure, 

but as a space where children 
should feel safe, calm, and 
confident, even during warti-
me,” said Victoria Romanova, 
CEO of the Olena Zelenska 
Foundation.

Overall, the Olena Zelenska 
Foundation has equipped 31 
shelters in schools and kin-
dergartens across different 
regions of Ukraine, providing 
safe learning conditions for 
more than 14,000 children. 
More than 30 additional pro-
jects are currently underway.

The workshop participants 
emphasized that an approach 
combining safety, high-qua-
lity meals, psychosocial sup-
port, barrier-free environme-
nt, and energy independence 
should become the founda-
tion for scaling up such solu-
tions in communities across 
Ukraine.
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BLOG WRITERS

Join Wasa Daily as a Blog Writer! 
Are you passionate about 
sharing your thoughts, stories, or 
expertise with the community? 
Wasa Daily is looking for 
enthusiastic blog writers to 
contribute engaging content for 
our readers. 
Whether you love writing 
about local events, culture, 
lifestyle, business, or personal 
experiences, we welcome your 
voice!
Writing for Wasa Daily is a great 
opportunity to reach a wider 
audience, connect with fellow 
locals, and showcase your 
creativity. No prior experience 
is needed—just bring your ideas 
and enthusiasm! We value diverse 
perspectives and fresh voices that 
reflect the vibrant spirit of our 
community.
Interested? Send us your blog 
pitch or a short sample, and let’s 
get your words published! Join us 
in making Wasa Daily a platform 
for meaningful conversations and 
inspiring stories.
Contact us at wasadagblad@
gmail.com  for more details. We 
can’t wait to hear from you!

WASA DAILY
A modern newspaper with a 
layout with features of the press of 
the 1870s. Back then, newspapers 
had only 4-8 pages. Lots of text, 
but no images at all, so there’s 
a lot to read on a few pages. 
Our paper is one of the very few 
newspapers in English serving  
English-speaking inhabitants in 
the Osthrobotnia region
The magazine contains quotations 
from old daily newspapers taken 
from the National Archives 
(digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi). GPT3, 
Gemini, Aria and Monica do 
some of the routine editing work, 
such as translation, corrector 
reading, and short notice writing. 
All texts have been checked by 
journalists and the editorial staff 
is responsible for all the content 
of the texts. 
Wasa Daily is a daily newspaper 
type publication, so far it is 
published on Sunday mornings. 
But our goal is for it to come out 
every morning in the future. 
The magazine is available online 
for free. 
Editor-in-chief Hans Björknäs.
Readers’ writings are welcome! 
The magazine is locally owned 
and will remain so. For ever!
Editorial office: Wasa Daily, 
Koulukatu 37 B 7, 65100 Vaasa, 
tel. +358-40-5462455.
Helsinki editorial office: Wasa 
Daily, Toinen linja 9 B 36, 00530 
Helsinki.  Phone +358-40-
5462455.
Email: wasadagblad@gmail.com

FROM OUR 
READERS
We very much welcome 
submissions from our readers. 
Comments, stories, memories, 
debate, news from home. 
Probably this will be the most 
important part of this spring 
paper. But space is limited, so 
please write as short as possible! 
So please send posts to:
wasadagblad@gmail-com

ADVERTISE
Being among the first to advertise 
in this historic and hyper-modern 
daily may have some PR value.
Send ads to
wasadagblad@gmail.com

WASA DAILY
wasadagblad@gmail.com

HUMOUR ONE HUND-
RED YEARS AGO

July Horoscope – 
The Stars Are Mum-
bling (And Maybe 
Making Some 
Sense)
Aries (March 21 – April 19) 
You’re ready to conquer the world 
– just remember to put on real pants 
first. June brings you adventure (or 
at least a new brand of toothpaste). 
Romance is on the horizon, possibly 
involving someone who thinks your 
sweaty gym look is “natural and 
compelling.” 
 
Taurus (April 20 – May 20) 
You crave stability, snacks, and soft 
blankets – and not necessarily in that 
order. In June, you may feel a strong 
urge to impulse-buy a cactus. Do it. 
Financially, you’re fine as long as you 
don’t walk past any store that sells 
vintage mugs. 
 
Gemini (May 21 – June 20) 
This month your mouth works faster 
than your brain. Great for party banter, 
less great for job interviews. Love is 
playful and possibly confusing. Is it 
flirting, or just a shared obsession with 
crosswords? Time will tell. Or not. 
 
Cancer (June 21 – July 22) 
Home is where your heart – and 
probably your laundry – is. In June, 
feelings run deep. You may cry at an 

ad for breakfast cereal. That’s okay. 
Your emotional radar is strong; use it 
to sniff out both love and passive-ag-
gressive neighbors. 
 
Leo (July 23 – August 22) 
June puts you center stage, even if 
the audience is just your cat. You 
radiate charm. Someone falls for you 
this month – possibly a barista who 
accidentally writes your name right. 
Fortune favors the bold, so dare to try 
karaoke again. 
 
Virgo (August 23 – September 22) 
You’ve got lists for your lists, and 
that’s great – until you accidentally 
alphabetize your sock drawer. This 
month urges you to loosen up. Take 
a walk without counting steps. Eat a 
cookie without Googling the ingredi-
ents. You might enjoy the chaos. 
 
Libra (September 23 – October 22) 
Balance is your thing, but June throws 
in a few wobbly surprises. You’ll 
face a dilemma involving brunch and 
loyalty to your favorite café. Love 
could blossom – or at least send you a 
weird emoji. Watch for signs. Or just 
interpret all signs creatively. 
 
Scorpio (October 23 – November 21) 
Mysterious? Always. Brooding? 
Maybe. Overthinking a five-word 
text? Definitely. June turns up the 
heat, romantically and otherwise. Let 
people in – not everyone wants to 
steal your secrets. Some just want to 
know your Wi-Fi password. 

 
Sagittarius (November 22 – Decem-
ber 21) 
You’re itching to travel – even if 
it’s just to the fancy supermarket 
across town. A spontaneous decision 
this month could lead to greatness. 
Or minor confusion. Either way, 
exciting! Love may come from a 
foreign land. Or a friend-of-a-friend’s 
dog walker. 
 
Capricorn (December 22 – January 
19) 
You work hard, dream big, and so-
metimes forget to blink. This month, 
remember: even empires need coffee 
breaks. Someone sees your potential 
– probably someone in HR. Love’s 
possible if you stop trying to impress 
people with Excel spreadsheets. 
 
Aquarius (January 20 – February 18) 
You’re five steps ahead, which expla-
ins why no one knows what you’re 
talking about. In June, weird is your 
superpower. Embrace it. Someone 
special may finally “get” you. Or 
at least pretend convincingly. That 
counts. 
 
Pisces (February 19 – March 20) 
You’re dreaming of far-off lands and 
deep conversations with your hou-
seplants. June is rich in imagination, 
slightly short on practicality. That’s 
okay. Channel your magic into a new 
hobby – interpretive dance, perhaps? 
The universe approves.

HOROSCOPE FOR JULY 2026

SUMMER WIS-
DOM

”Summer is the time 
when it is too hot to do 
the jobs it was too cold 
to do in winter.”

”A vacation is what you 
take when you can’t 
take what you’ve been 
taking any longer.”

”The best way to keep 
cool is to keep your 
temper.”

”Everybody talks about 
the weather, but nobo-
dy does anything about 
it.” — Popular old joke 
(often associated with 
Charles Dudley War-
ner, 1897).

”The man who invent-
ed hammocks unders-
tood summer better 
than the man who in-
vented clocks.”

”A picnic is a meal 
spoiled by ants and 
improved by appetite.”

”Nothing makes a 
day seem hotter than 
seeing someone else 
sitting in the shade.”

”Summer boarders 
are people who lea-
ve home to complain 
about somebody else’s 
cooking.”

”The fisherman always 
catches the biggest 
fish—after he gets 
home.”

”It’s a fine summer day 
when even the scare-
crow wishes for a tree.”

”Summer is the season 
when the days are long 
enough to finish yes-
terday’s work.”

”A sunny morning is 
nature’s way of saying, 
’Try again.’”

”The best shade is 
the one shared with a 
friend.”

”Summer teaches pa-
tience: no apple ripens 
because you pull on 
the branch.”

”A fisherman always 
says the biggest fish 

escaped yesterday.”

”When the swallows 
fly low, take your um-
brella. When they fly 
high, take your picnic.”

”The only thing that 
grows faster than the 
grass in June is the list 
of jobs waiting to be 
done.”

”Summer rain never 
asks permission—it 
simply reminds the 
flowers who’s in char-
ge.”

”A long winter makes 
every summer evening 
worth two.”

”If happiness had a 
season, it would smell 
of fresh hay and sound 
like laughter across a 
lake.”

Astronomic picture of the week:

Dione - April 11 2015
Saturn’s moon Dione seen by the Cassini spacecraft in this 
uncalibrated view using infrared, green, and ultraviolet 
filters. 
Image Credit: NASA/JPL/Space Science Institute, Processed 
by Kevin M. Gill
Kevin M. Gill
Public domain


