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VAASA

Young Culture festival 17-18-4. Now the young people
are taking over the library in Vaasa!

Forget everything you
thought you knew
about the library’s
silent reading rooms
and stern gazes. On 17-
18 April, a total trans-
formation will take
place when the ”Youth
Culture Festival” thun-
ders into Vaasa’s main
library. It’s not about
whispering between
the shelves - it’s about
being seen, heard and
taking up space.

During a couple of inten-
se days, the traditional
premises are transformed
into a boiling cauldron of
creativity. Here you will
find everything from heavy
beats and live performan-
ces to gaming and creati-
ve workshops. The unique
thing about the venture? It
is the young people them-
selves who are in the dri-
ver’s seat. By allowing the
city’s young people to be in-
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Winter has gone

~\

volved in planning the con-
tent, they have succeeded
in creating a program that
actually reflects what to-
day’s generation wants,
rather than what the adult
world thinks they need.

A library is often associa-
ted with history, but this Sa-
turday is all about the futu-
re. By opening the doors to
a cultural festival of this ca-
libre, Vaasa is showing the
way for how public spaces
can be reclaimed and made

inspiration and the occasi-
onal surprise between the
book lines.

It's time to dust off the
image of the library - the
party can begin!

Programme:

Friday 17.4 Vaasa Main
Library

16.00 The event starts

16.30-17.30 Random Play
Dance (Dramasalen)

17:30-18:30  Calligraphy
workshop and Hanbok cos-
tumes (lobby)

18.30-19.30 Random Play

animations created by Vaa-
sa youth (Dramasalen)

Saturday 18.4 Vaasa Main
Library’s Drama Hall

17:00-21:15 Live music,
seven performances (more
detailed schedules to be an-
nounced)

In the library’s Matilda
room, various works of art
are on display throughout
the week, including pain-
tings and an interdiscipli-
nary installation, created by
Taikon students.

The event is free of char-
ge and open to everyone.

relevant to a younger target Dance (Dramasalen)

Source: vaasa.fi

group. Expect a high pulse, 20:00-21:30 Short film
screening: short films and

LOCAL NEWS

SFP

Thank you and hello, Par-
liament! Mikko Ollikainen
throws in the towel

There will be no re-election for the
Swedish People’s Party (SFP) profile
Mikko Ollikainen. The experienced
politician has announced that he will
not run in the next parliamentary
election, which leaves a void in the
party’s ranks. After years of jugg-
ling between home and the capital,
Ollikainen has decided that enough
is enough. It is a heavy message for
his voters, but perhaps a nice one for
Mikko himself, who now avoids the
late nights in the Riksdag building.
Who will shoulder the mantle and fill
his shoes remains to be seen - poli-
tics in Ostrobothnia is not likely to be
the same.

Reference: SFP

KORSHOLM
Take a breather by the wa-

ter - the archipelago’s fa-

vourite place is now open!
Spring is here for real! Now the popular
rest area in Fjardskér has finally opened
its doors for the season. From 2 April,
coffee-hungry hikers and motorists can
once again enjoy the sparkling sea views.
It is the perfect stop for those who want
to stretch their legs or just soak up the
fresh archipelago air after a long winter.
Whether you are passing through or
planning a full-day excursion, the rest
area is ready to welcome all spring-happy
visitors. So pack your picnic basket and
head to the coast - the season is officially
underway!

Reference: https://korsholm.fi/2026/04/
fjardskar-rastplats-har-oppet-for-sasong-
en-fran-och-med-2-4-2026

' MALAX
MAALAHTI

The moment of truth in Ma-
lax - what is really hiding
under the shirt?

Are you made of steel or is it mostly buns
from the coffee break? Now the residents
of Malax get the chance to get in black and
white what the shape really is. On April 21
and 29, InBody measurements will be ar-
ranged where your body is analyzed down
to the smallest detail. Forget the usual
scale that only shows kilos - here you will
find out everything about your muscle
mass, fat percentage and even hydration.
It’s a golden opportunity for those who
want to optimize their training or just get
a healthy kick in the butt for the summer.
Reference: https://www.malax.fi/nyheter/
inbody-matning-21-4-och-29-4
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EDITORIAL
Trump’s Actions

It started with a stroke of a pen.
A signature. An order. No more
money. No more aid. The U.S.
tur-ned off the tap. And then,
like a cascade of falling domino-
es, the collapse began.

A year ago, we were warned about
a catastrophe. Today, the bodies are
counted. The Trump admi-nistration’s
90 day freeze on almost all foreign aid,
imposed on his first day back in offi-
ce, has metas-tasised into a full scale
withdrawal. The $68 billion annual U.S.
foreign aid budget was slashed; USAID,
once the world’s most powerful huma-
nitarian agency, was effectively shut-
tered by July 2025. Its staff collapsed
from 10,000 to a skeleton crew of 15.
The “stop work” memoranda issued by
Secre-tary of State Marco Rubio didn’t
just pause programmes - they termina-
ted thousands of grants, forced clinics
to close, and sent tens of thousands of
health workers home.

The HIV wards in Malawi, Zambia,
Mozambique - places Trump proba-
bly still can'’t find on a map - are now
silent. The President’s Emergency Plan
for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), which once
supported 20 million patients and
270,000 health workers, saw its funding
withheld, even as Congress allocated
nearly $6 billion. The administration
refused to release about half of the mo-
ney. The result is not merely a pause
but a reversal of decades of progress. In
Tanzania and Uganda, clinics ran out of
drugs; one clinic reported that a quarter
of pregnant women with HIV gave birth
to infected children. A woman, terrified
by rumours that antiretrovirals were
gone, had an unwanted abortion rather
than risk bearing a child with HIV. A
mathematical model published in May
2025 projected up to 74,000 excess de-
aths in sub Saharan Africa from the
PEPFAR cuts alone. For South Africa,
where PEPFAR covers 17% of the HIV
programme, the withdrawal of U.S. sup-
port is projected to cause 565,000 ad-di-
tional new infections and 601,000 extra
deaths by 2034.

And it’s not just HIV. Ebola returned.
On 4 September 2025, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo declared its 16th
Ebola outbreak, in Kasai Province. By
the time it was contained in December,

53 people had died - a case fatality rate
of more than 65%. The response was
hampered by the same funding gaps
that crippled everything else: logistics,

diagnostics, protective equipment.
A concurrent mpox pandemic raged
across central Africa, worsened by the
U.S. withdrawal from the World Health
Organization, which left a $1.2 billion
budget hole. In November 2025 alone,
WHO Africa responded to 119 public
health emergencies: Ebola, Marburg in
Ethiopia, cholera, dengue, Rift Valley
fever. Vi-ruses dont respect borders.
They travel. They kill. And the world’s
richest nation had decided to stop pay-
ing for the fire brigade.

But wait, it gets worse.

The steep tariffs. The trade wars. In
April 2025, Trump slapped “reciprocal”
tariffs on most countries worldwide,
wiping out the African Growth and Op-
portunity Act (AGOA). AGOA, which for
25 years had given 32 African nations
duty free access to the U.S. market,
was allowed to lapse on 30 Septem-ber.
Lesotho’s textile factories shut down;
Madagascar faced the loss of tens of
thousands of jobs. AGOA exports drop-
ped 32% in the year ending November
2025. South African auto exports to the
U.S. plunged almost 75%. The head
of the African Continental Free Trade
Area declared AGOA “no longer alive”.
Ghana’s President Mahama said it was
“technically dead”. AGOA was eventual-
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ly ex-tended retroactively, but only until
December 2026, and its benefits were
overridden by new tariffs. The message
was clear: America First means Africa
nowhere.

And famine follows. Famine is a slow,
cruel killer. It takes the children first.
By late 2025, an estima-ted 41.8 mil-
lion people in West and Central Afri-
ca were already in crisis or worse. For
the June-August 2026 lean season, the
World Food Programme warned that
55 million people would endure crisis
levels of hunger, with over 13 million
children suffering from malnutrition.
In Nigeria’s Borno State, 15,000 people
faced the risk of catastrophic hunger
for the first time in nearly a decade. The
WEP could reach only 72,000 people in
Nigeria in February 2026, down from
1.3 million a year earlier. “The reduced
funding we saw in 2025 has deepened
hunger and malnutrition across the reg-
ion,” said Sarah Longford, WFP’s deputy
regional director. And all this while the
Trump administ-ration, on 7 January
2026, suspended all aid to Somalia, ac-
cusing the government of destroying a
WEFP warehouse and seizing food aid.

This isn’t an accident. It’s a choice.

Nobody demanded that the U.S. fund
Africa forever. But cutting off aid over-
night? Leaving millions without a safety
net? That’s not policy. That’s sadism. It’s
like yanking the ventilator mid surgery
and saying “good luck.”

And the world is watching. Europe,
China, Russia. All staring, but nobo-
dy moves. Nobody catches the falling.
Because it's just Africa, right? Just a
few million anonymous Black bodies.
Trump’s new Nat-ional Security Stra-
tegy, released in November 2025, men-
tions Africa in just three paragraphs
- as a source of critical minerals and a
counter to China. The “Trump Corolla-
ry” recasts the continent from partner
to price tag. Aid is now transactional: in
December, the U.S. delayed $1.5 billion
in health aid to Zambia, conditioning it
on access to critical minerals. The seni-
or U.S. advisor for Africa, Massad Bou-
los, said “our job is to promote US inte-
rests” - not to save lives.

Trump’s probably smiling right now.
He kept a promise. Saved taxpayer mo-
ney. His voters cheer. But the virus mu-
tates. The famine grows. And death is
patient. It'll come knocking on many
doors eventually. And then he started
the war against Iran, making everything
much worse. In Africa things were so
bad that they could not get worse. But
they could! And they will!

What’s a few million dead in Africa,
as long as the president makes America
rich again?

Image: NASA

LAIHIA

The hidden traps of the forest -

watch out for the ”flying” roots!
An ordinary walk in the woods in Laihia can
end in disaster if you are not careful. The mu-
nicipality is now issuing a sharp warning for
root rolls after the recent strong winds. When
large trees are blown over, enormous tension is
created in the uprooted roots. If you climb on
the tree or start sawing into it, the root roller
can suddenly strike back with violent force and
crush everything in its path. Keep children and
pets away from the fallen giants and show res-
pect for the forces of nature. Safety first, even
when the mushroom forest beckons!
Reference: https://laihia.fi/2026/03/23/varoi-
tus-tuulenkaatojen-juurakot/

VAASA
Now it’s rolling! Lifti gears up with
new buses and drlvers

Public transport in the Vaasa region is facing a major
facelift. Now it is finally clear who will take over

the wheel of Lifti from 2027. With a new transport
operator at the controls, major investments in the
fleet and modern calendar purchases also await. The
goal is smoother journeys and fresher vehicles for all
commuters. Even though it will take a while before
the new buses roll into the stop, Vaasa residents can
already start looking forward to a greener and more
efficient journey. It looks like the public transport of
the future has finally shifted into the next gear!
Reference: Vaasa.fi

VAASA
Unleash your inner Picasso - art

is taking over the whole city!

Make room for creativity! Between 11 and 19
April, the area will be transformed into a co-
lourful arena when the event week "Capture the
art” takes place. It is about celebrating basic art
education and showcasing the enormous talent
that exists in children and young people. There
will be everything from music and dance to
visual arts and theatre for the whole penny. It’s
a perfect opportunity for anyone curious to dis-
cover new hobbies or just enjoy local creation.
Don’t miss the chance to experience the magic
when the stars of the future prove themselves!
Reference: https://www.sttinfo.fi/tiedo-
te/71931682/fanga-konsten-evenemangs-
vecka-for-grundlaggande-konstundervis-
ning-11-194

VAASA
Digital wedding in Vaasa - now
the IT giants are getting even

stronger

Vaasa’s tech world is booming! The experts in
industrial digitalization, Huld, are now joining
forces with the IT giant Gofore. The merger will
create a real heavyweight in the market that can
offer even sharper solutions for the industry

of the future. For customers, this means more
muscle and broader expertise under one roof.
Vaasa thus consolidates its position as a Nordic
hub for technological innovation. Congratula-
tions on the collaboration - in the digital world,
it is clearly the size that matters when offering
the best solutions.

Reference: https://www.sttinfo.fi/tiedo-
te/71928433/vaasassa-toimiva-teollisen-digitali-
saation-asiantuntija-huld-yhdistyi-goforeen
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Millions for new bus

Lifti is preparing for the
future. It is now clear
which transport opera-
tors will be allowed to
drive the municipali-
ty’s buses from 2027 -
and which investments
await.

The joint public trans-
port committee of Vaa-
sa and Mustasaari has
chosen Linsilinjat Oy as
the new operator on the
main lines of Lifti and
Scania Oy as the supp-
lier of biogas buses. They
will start operating at the
beginning of 2027 and
the new buses will be put
into use in the spring.
Through these acquisi-
tions, Lifti will be deve-
loped into an even more
functional, low-emission
and attractive public
transport hub.

In the recent procure-
ment, several players are
pointed out as winners.
The new agreements
mean both more depar-
tures and a more modern
fleet. Material acquisi-
tions include electric bu-
ses with a longer range,
as well as new charging
stations to be expanded
along the trunk lines.

"The sharp increa-
se in Lifti’s passenger
numbers in recent years
shows that there is a
clear need to develop
public transport and
that the region’s resi-
dents have received the

service well. Thanks to
the decisions that have
now been made, we can
continue the developme-
nt in the years to come
and, together with the
municipality of Musta-
saari, transport opera-
tors and vehicle supp-
liers, offer passengers a
public transport that is
of higher quality, produ-
ces lower emissions and
has better capacity,” says
Pertti Hallild, Traffic Ma-
nager of the City of Vaa-
sa, in a press release.

For passengers, the
change mainly means
more frequent trips and
better comfort. The new
buses are expected to
run from January 2027.
In total, it is about invest-
ments of several tens of
millions of kronor.

An review shows that
Lifti is at the same time
tightening the climate
requirements. Only ve-
hicles that meet the stric-
test emission standards
are allowed to take part
in the game. Several old
diesel buses will thus be
phased out.

Vaasa residents can
thus look forward to gre-
ener and more punctual
public transport - albeit
with a few years of wai-
ting.

Source:
7.4.2026
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VAASA

Ekobonus inspires Vaasa
residents to take environ-

mental action: apply now!

Med anledning av Vasas Green

Leaf-ar kan foreningar och
invanargrupper i Vasa ansoka om
100-1000 euro i Ekobonus for att
genomfora evenemang, jippon, sma
investeringar eller andra insatser som
anknyter till Green Leaf-arets teman.
Ansokningstiden for Ekobonus ir
1-26.4.2026, och ansokningar kan
inlimnas pa vasa.fi/ekobonus.

Den forsta ans6kningsomgéangen f6r Ekobonus i
november-december 2025 vickte stort intresse,
och darfor ordnas en ny ans6kningsomgéng i

april 2026.

- Ekobonus-projekten kommer att synas som
olika evenemang och jippon for invanarna
under &ret. Vi vill att s& manga grupper som
moijligt ska fa vara med och gora konkreta
miljoinsatser, beréttar Eva Bligt-Lindén fréan

Vasa stad.

Ansokan dr 6ppen for alla, men de som inte fick
Ekobonus i den forsta ansdkningsomgéngen har

nu foretride.
Kailla: Vasa stad

i,
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VAASA

Hello young people! Do
you have a brilliant idea?
Here is the money!

Do you have a fantastic idea but lack
the capital to realize it? Now’s your
chance! A whopping €2,000 is up for
grabs and is waiting to be distributed
to fun projects and events created

by young people, for young people.
Whether it’s a local tournament, a con-
cert, or a creative workshop, it’s time to
submit your application now. It’s a uni-
que opportunity to take matters into
your own hands and create something
meaningful for your group of friends
or the whole city. Show what you're
made of - the future is yours!
Reference: Vaasa.fi

WELLBEING SER-
VICES

Goodbye loneliness! A
hundred new places for
those who want to live
together

No one should have to sit alone at the
dinner table if they don’t want to. The
wellbeing services county has now
reached a milestone and can boast

of almost a hundred places in so-cal-
led community housing. This is the
modern solution for those who need
a little support in everyday life but
above all long for company and social
interaction. No more quiet corridors;
Here, the community is at the center.
By offering a place where you can be
“together yet independent”, you create
a whole new kind of quality of life for
those who need it most.

Reference: Wellbeing services county

EXHIBITION

THE WELLBEING SERVI-
CES COUNTY

Unique lifeline for young
people: Now the drug
death will be stopped

Drugs claim too many young lives, but
now the wellbeing services county is
gearing up in the fight for survival.

The Uniikki project invests heavily in
the prevention of drug-related deaths
among young people. It is a lifeline
that is needed more than ever when
addiction creeps further and further
down the ages. By being there early
and offering concrete tools, they hope
to be able to reverse the tragic statis-
tics. It’s about saving lives before they
have even had time to really start.
Every young person who can be guided
away from the darkness is a huge victo-
ry for the whole of society.

Reference: Wellbeing services county

THE WELLBEING SERVI-
CES COUNTY

EXHIBITION
Fabulous textiles on dis-

play in Vaasa

At first glance, it looks like a fairy tale.
But it’s for real. From 31 March to 19
April, Galleria 2 at Art Center Torni in
Vaasa will be filled with warm, colour-
ful textiles - all in the spirit of wool.
The exhibition ”Villan lumo” offers
almost fabulous jackets, hats, home
textiles and accessories. The works are
written by five dedicated women: Pirk-
ko Jokinen, Anelma Lehto, Erja Rinne,
Maritta Sandler and Heli Vuorenmaa.
They have worked with felting - mainly
in wool and silk, but also silk fabrics
such as chiffon and sari silk.

“An entire room is filled with clothes,”
says one of the artists. Don’t miss the
spring lier hat!

Free admission. Pitkdkatu 66, Vaasa.

UNIVERSITIES

UNIVERSITY OF VAASA
Vaasa is growing fast -
now there will be even
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more life on campus!

The University of Vaasa has drawn the
winning ticket in the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Culture’s latest award. As
many as 45 new study places will land
in sunny Vaasa to meet the crying need
for expertise.

It’s not just about more student overalls
in town, but about a real vitamin in-
jection for the entire region’s business
community. By investing in education,
the aim is to ensure that the professi-
onals of the future are present when
companies are calling for people. For
Vaasa, this means a real boost in the
competition for the brightest minds.
Just dust off the school desk and welco-
me the new abilities to the coast!
Reference: https://www.sttinfo.fi/tiedo-
te/71924456/vaasan-yliopisto-sai-ope-
tus-ja-kulttuuriministeriolta-45-lisaalo-
ituspaikkaa

UNIVERSITY OF TURKU
The nicotine trap in voca-
tional school - friend
pressure decides?

It is a smoky (and shab-

by)

Peality that manifests itself in Finnish
vocational schools. A recent report
shows that young people who choose
vocational education use nicotine pro-
ducts to a significantly higher degree
than their peers in upper secondary
school. But it’s not just about bad
character; It is in the corridors and in
the social interaction that the choices
are made. The school community and
closest friends play a crucial role in
whether you light a cigarette or put in
a snus. Breaking the trend requires
more than just pointers - it requires a
change in the entire social environme-
nt where young people move around
daily.

Reference: https://www.sttinfo.fi/
tiedote/71884762/ammattiin-opiske-
levat-nuoret-kayttavat-nikotiinituot-
teita-huomattavasti-muita-enem-
man-nuorten-terveysvalinnat-raken-
tuvat-yksilon-lahipiirin-ja-kouluyhtei-
son-vuorovaikutuksessa

UNIVERSITY OF TURKU
The sleep that lowers the
brain - are you a dang-

erous sleeper?

Do you dream of sleeping all day?
Think again! A new doctoral disser-
tation throws gravel into the machi-
nery for anyone who loves sleeping
mornings. Research shows that both
too long a night’s sleep and constant
sleep problems are linked to poorer
cognitive ability. So it’s not enough to
just “catch up” - quality and balance
are key to keeping your brain in shape.
In fact, lying under the covers for too
long can make you more sluggish than



THE WELLBEING SERVICES COUNTY

The Wellbeing Services County of Ostrobothnia develops services
for children and young people with neuropsychiatric disabilities

The Wellbeing Servi-
ces County of Ostro-
bothnia is developing
services for children
and young people
with neuropsychiatric
disabilities as part of
the national project
Rehabilitation in Eve-
ryday Life for Children
and Young People with
Neurodevelopmental
Disabilities (Spectrum
Project). FBA is fun-
ding the project. The
aim of the project is to
make the everyday life
of families smoother
and to provide children
and young people with
timely support in their
own upbringing.

A large number of child-
ren and young people
have features of neu-
ropsychiatric  disabili-
ties. In particular, there
have been challenges in
providing timely sup-
port, coordination of
services and cooperation
between different actors.
The aim of the Spektrum
project is to strengthen
the early multiprofessio-
nal support of the child
and family in everyday
life and to create clearer
service packages.

"In many wellbeing
services counties and
schools, the same ques-
tions are being conside-
red regarding children
and young people with
neuropsychiatric  disa-
bilities. Through the
Spektrum project, we
want to encourage pro-
fessionals to develop
together in the social
welfare and health care
and education sectors,
and between different
fields,” says Riina-Maria
Leskeld, Project Manager

of the national Spektrum

project.
"There are already
good, research-based

measures and treatment
models. For example,
the Good Medical Prac-
tice recommendations
contain guidelines on
what support and treat-
ment should look like.
However, the areas need
support to apply the
recommendations in
practice in a child- and
youth-oriented manner.
In the hectic everyday
life, professionals and
services easily examine
things from their own
perspectives.

Each wellbeing ser-
vices county has de-
fined the priorities of
development work and
decided on the distri-
bution across different
age groups based on the
characteristics of the
area. In the Wellbeing
Services County of Ostro-
bothnia, the maternity
and child health clinic
teams are being develo-
ped. A multidisciplinary
cooperation has been
initiated with the City of
Vaasa’s early childhood
education and care. With
the funding received by
the Wellbeing Services
County of Ostrobothnia,
a project coordinator has
been hired for the peri-
od 2.5.2025-31.12.2026.
The project coordinator’s
tasks include, for ex-
ample, coordinating the
development of the ma-
ternity and child health
clinic team’s activities
and organising the in-
tegration of early child-
hood education and care
into the maternity and
child health clinic team
Source: Wellbeing Servi-
ces County
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you think. So set the alarm clock to

a reasonable time if you want to stay
sharp; Your brain will thank you once
you wake up properly!

Reference: https://www.sttinfo.fi/tiedo-
te/71856284/vaitos-pitkaunisuus-ja-uni-
vaikeudet-ovat-yhteydessa-heikompa-
an-kognitioon

UNIVERSITY OF TURKU
Cheer the mistakes! How
to make mistakes smar-

ter

Stop getting depressed about the
red pen in the margins! A new
dissertation concludes that it is
actually good to make a fool of
yourself sometimes - at least when
you are studying. Making mista-
kes during the learning process is
not only common, it can actually
increase motivation and lead to a
deeper understanding of the topic.
Instead of aiming for perfection
right away, pupils and students
should embrace their stumbling
blocks. It is when we are forced to
correct our own thoughts that the
real knowledge sticks. So the next
time you answer a question wrong:
congratulate yourself, you're just
getting a little smarter!

Reference: https://www.sttinfo.fi/
tiedote/71908926/vaitos-virheid-
en-tekeminen-opinnoissa-on-yleis-
ta-mutta-se-voi-lisata-motivaatio-
ta-ja-edistaa-syvallista-oppimista

ABO AKADEMY

Bitter daters or char-
ming winners? Sexism’s
hidden connection to
single life

How is it really going on Tinder? A
new study from Abo Akademi Univer-
sity shows that how we perceive our
chances on the dating market is linked
to our view of the opposite sex. It turns
out that people who feel successful in
the pursuit of love tend to have diffe-
rent attitudes than those who constant-
ly get turned down. The connection

between perceived opportunities and
various forms of sexism is clearer
than previously thought. So it’s not just
about personality, but about how the
balance of power in the dating game
affects our prejudices. Maybe it’s time
to examine your own opinions before
swiping on to the next date?
Reference: https://www.abo.fi/nyheter/
upplevda-mojligheter-pa-dejting-
marknaden-ar-kopplade-till-olika-for-
mer-av-sexism/

UNIVERSITY OF OULU
Pollen shock in the exam
hall - a runny nose
lowers maths grades

Sneezing, watery eyes and... A
failed math test? For thousands of
graduates, spring is not just a time
of celebration, but a battle against
pollen. A new study shows a clear
correlation between high pollen
levels and poorer results in the
matriculation examination. The
mathematical subjects are worst
affected, where concentration is
re%lired the most. It is simply
difficult to solve complex equa-
tions when the brain is foggy with
allergy reactions. For the affected
students, this is no small thing - a
few sneezes at the wrong time can
actually affect future plans. It’s
high time to give allergy sufferers
an honest chance even during
flowering time!

Reference: https://www.sttinfo.
fi/tiedote/71911376/siitepolyaltis-
tus-yhteydessa-ylioppilaskokeid-
en-tuloksiin-vaikutus-suurin-mate-
maattisissa-aineissa

UNIVERSITY OF TAMPERE
The revenge of the su-
per-seniors: More and
more 90-year-olds are

skipping home care

Who really needs help? A new trend
shows that more and more Finns who
have passed the respectable age of 90
are still living at home - without offi-
cial care or home care services. This

group of “super-seniors” challenges the
image of the frail elderly and shows

an impressive independence. Despite
their advanced age, they manage every-
day life on their own, which both saves
society’s resources and gives the indi-
vidual a better quality of life. It seems
that today’s 90-plus-year-olds are made
of tougher wood than we imagined. To
be able to grow old in one’s own home,
on one’s own terms, is the new dream
for the oldest generation.

Reference: https://www.sttinfo.fi/tiedo-
te/71916491/yha-useampi-yli-90-vuoti-
as-asuu-kotona-ilman-virallista-hoitoa

UNIVERSITY OF JYVAS-
KYLA

Millions of rains over
hot flashes - now me-
nopause is about to be

broken!

Women’s health is finally getting the at-
tention it deserves - and with good rea-
son! The Jane and Aatos Erkko Founda-
tion has opened its wallet wide and is
donating millions to the University of
Jyvaskyld for research on menopause.
It’s not just about sweating and mood
swings, but about understanding the
profound biological changes for real.
Now the researchers hope to be able to
provide answers that make life easier
for millions of women. It is high time
that we take the "change” very serious-
ly, and with these millions behind us,
the future looks much cooler and more
pleasant.

Reference: https://www.sttinfo.fi/tie-
dote/71930626/miljoonarahoitus-vaih-
devuositutkimukseen-jane-ja-aatos-er-
kon-saatiolta

MIELI

Dark clouds over her
well-being - the crisis
phone is glowing with
heavy calls

The mental situation in the country is
becoming increasingly gloomy, warns
the organization MIELIL. Those who
seek help are now feeling worse than
ever before, and the problems that
land with the crisis workers are more
complex than before. It is no longer
just about temporary stress, but about
deep crises that require heavy efforts.
The pressure on helplines and clinics
is enormous when desperation is incre-
asing in society. It’s a cry for help: we
have to start listening before it breaks
completely for those who are already
balancing on the edge. No one should
have to bear their darkness alone.
Reference: https://www.sttinfo.fi/tiedo-
te/71911185/kriisiapua-hakevien-ongel-
mat-entista-vaikeampia

VAASA
When the brain plays
tricks - lecture on the

mystery of psychosis
What happens when reality suddenly
starts to sway? In Vaasa, an important
lecture is now being held at the Alma
Adult Education Centre to shed light
on a topic that is often hidden in the
shadows: psychosis. It’s not just about
the patient, but very much about

the relatives who stand by when the
world falls apart. Understanding what
happens in the mind when the psyche
takes an unexpected turn is the key to
better support. It promises an evening
filled with facts and empathy, perfect
for anyone who wants to know more
about how we support when their
thoughts go astray.

Wednesday 15.4.2026 at 6-8 pm, the



AROUND THE MOON
THE MOON SUCCESS: They landed after the historic journey

At 8 p.m. on Friday
evening Icoal time,
humanity reached a
new milestone. After
ten dramatic days in
space, the Artemis IT
crew splash-landed
safely in the Pacific
Ocean - a success that
opens the door for
future bases on the
moon.

The whole world held
its breath as the Orion
capsule hurtled through
the atmosphere at a
staggering 40,000 km/h.
After an intense "fireball
return," during which

Images: Credit NASA

the  capsule's  shield
endured temperatures
of 2,700 degrees, the
craft descended into the
ocean off the coast of San
Diego under three giant
parachutes.

"We succeeded. This is
just the beginning, NASA's
control center announced
after the four astronauts
were confirmed to be in
good health.

The crew - Commander
Reid Wiseman, Pilot Victor
Glover, Space Specialist
Christina  Koch  and
Canadian Jeremy Hansen
- have circled the Moon
during the journey and
reached further away from
Earth than any human
before. The trip marks the

*5%* Yasa Pail

first manned lunar mission
in over 50 years and is a
critical test for the next
step: actually setting foot
on the moon's surface by
2028.

In addition to the
technological  advances,
the crew has enchanted the
world with high-resolution
images of "Earth rises"
from the far side of the
moon. Now extensive
medical checkups and a
long-awaited reunion with
the families in Houston
await.
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whether Putin chooses to trade legisla-
tion for the hope of victory.
Reference: Telegram

CLIMATE CHAN-
GE

lecture will be in Finnish.
Reference: vaasa.fi

BOOKS

RIIKKA PURRA

Finland’s Thatcher? Now
comes the book about
Purra

Now the book about Riikka Purra has
been released, "Riikka Purra - Fin-
land’s Iron Lady”. The book promises
in-depth analyses of the hard-line
power players of the True Finns.
Expectations are high - and so are
the critics. The question is whether
the book will be a declaration of

love or a nail-biter. Is she Finland’s
Thatcher?Source: STTinfo

RUSSIA

MOSCOW

Empty on Red Square?
Putin’s parade craze is
stopped by drone fear

It is usually Russia’s proudest moment,
but this year it echoes empty on the
streets of Moscow. Mayor Sobyanin
trembles on the cuffs at the risk of new
drone attacks and now chooses to pull
the handbrake. The traditional military
parade on Victory Day on 9 May is can-
celled in its usual form. No rumbling
tanks or heavy weapon systems will be
allowed to roll through the heart of the
capital this year. What the celebration
will actually look like is still shrouded
in mystery, but safety takes precedence
over pride as the threat from the sky
draws ever closer to the Kremlin.
Reference: Telegram

COUNCIL OF RENT

Oil pipeline in flames
after drone shock - now
the governor is sweating

Panic is spreading in the Leningrad
region after a violent attack on the port
of Primorsk. Ukrainian drones have
once again managed to penetrate the
defenses, and the result is devastating:
flammable material is leaking out and
columns of smoke are rising into the
sky. The governor was quick to confirm
that an entire oil pipeline had been
damaged, but now scathing criticism

is directed at both the military and the
local government. How could such a
strategically important port stand so
unprotected? At the same time as the
clean-up work is underway, ques-

tions are growing about how Russian
infrastructure is really doing under the
constant attacks.

Reference: Telegram

PETROL PRICE

Empty tank and hole in
wallet - Russians’ sum-
mer will be an expensive
affair

Forget cheap petrol and sunny road
trips. The Russian summer looks like

it will be a test for both patience and
wallet. Prices are soaring and local fuel
shortages are now being reported from
large parts of the country. Experts
warn that the critical situation is not
just temporary, but part of a larger glo-
bal and internal process that cannot be
stopped. Trying to bunker fuel in the
garage is futile - the shortage is here to
stay. For the average Russian, a sum-
mer awaits where every mile becomes
a struggle against rising numbers on
the meter board.

Reference: Telegram

PROHIBITION

The Patriarch’s Ulti-
matum: No War Victory
Without an Abortion Ban

Now the church is interfering in the
warfare at the highest level. Patriarch
Kirill sends a gloomy signal directly to
Putin: victory in the North Caucasus

is impossible as long as abortions are
allowed in the country. According to
the leadership of the Church, it is not
weapons or strategy that determine
the course of the war, but moral purity.
”God will only listen if Russia listens
to the church,” is the message from
the inner circles. By linking military
success with a total ban on abortions,
the patriarch is putting heavy pressure
on the Kremlin. It remains to be seen

EUROPE

Europe is warming twi-
ce as fast - experts are
panicking

”We are not ready for what is to come”
Europe is warming twice as fast as the
rest of the world. Over the past five
years, the temperature on our conti-
nent has been as much as 2.4 degrees
above pre-industrial levels. Now the
EU’s Scientific Climate Council is soun-
ding the alarm: adaptation measures
are far too weak. The extreme heat
alone killed an estimated 24,000 Euro-
peans in the summer of 2025, and the
economic damage lands at a staggering
€45 billion a year. "Robust risk mana-
gement is not voluntary - it is about
protecting lives and livelihoods,” said
the Council President. Politicians get
five pieces of advice into the bargain.
The only question is whether anyone is
listening.

Source: Europaportalen.se, EU Scienti-
fic Climate Council 17 February 2026

CLIMATE CHANGE

UN sounds the alarm:
”All climate indicators
are red”

"Now it’s serious - for real” The years
2015 to 2025 were the eleven warmest
ever recorded, the World Meteorolo-
gical Organization (WMO) states in

its new report. "All climate indicators
are glowing red,” says the UN Secreta-
ry-General. The ocean has absorbed
more than 91 percent of the heat from
emissions - equivalent to 18 times the
total energy consumption of humans
during the same period. The ice in the
Arctic was at a record low, Antarctica’s
ice extent the third lowest ever. And
the changes don't stop here. They will
affect us for hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands of years to come. So maybe it’s
time to take this summer’s heat waves
seriously?

*Source: SMHI/WMO, 23 March 2026*

FINLAND

Winter with little snow
punishes Finland -
drought threatens har-
vests and electricity
prices

"Winter fooled us - now comes the
bang” Finland hardly got any snow last
winter. And now the price is starting to
be paid. Yle’s forecast shows that lakes
and groundwater levels are at record
lows - especially in Eastern Finland.
Saimaa is expected to be half a metre
shallower than normal this summer.
The consequences? Harvests are at risk
of failure, forest fires can ravage and
hydropower, which accounts for 10-20
percent of the electricity supply, may
have problems delivering. The authori-
ties have already started to cut off flows
from Saimaa to save the levels. A dry
summer awaits - and perhaps more
expensive electricity bills.

Source: Yle News, 5 April 2026

CLIMATE CHANGE
Climate breaks the wallet
- 43 billion euros up in
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RAFFIC PARK
Onkilahti traffic park opens on 8 Mayaj

ow the children can
nally steer on their
wn wheels - the On-
ilahti Traffic Park in
aasa opens its doors
n Friday 8 May, where
640-metre miniature
ity awaits with traffic
ights, a railway cros-
ing, a roundabout and
even your own bus.

Welcome to a world where
you drive a police car, ice
cream truck or red sports
coupe - all in the safety of
your car. In Onkilahti Traf-
fic Park (formerly Onkilah-
(i), children between the
pges of 6 and 12 can pedal
pway with the park’s own
pedal cars and bicycles. The
youngest, 4-6 years old, can
plso join in if an adult walks
hext to them.
The whole of Vaasa in mi-
hiature
The traffic park is like a
dream magazine: along the
frack there are models of
the City Hall, the railway
station, old wooden houses
in Hietalahti, Alkula, an ice
cream kiosk in Kalasatama,
the university, a house at
Kirkkoesplanadi 23, buil-
dings from the barracks
prea, a farm from Vahakyro,
the clock tower from the
ruins of Old Vaasa and the
water tower. There is also a
small square, roundabout,
fraffic lights, level crossing,
the Lifti bus - and a filling
Station.

It’s not just the speed that
pttracts me. Along the cour-

se, a fascinating journey of
discovery awaits through
a miniature Vasa. No less
than twelve meticulously
recreated models of the ci-
ty’s iconic buildings, such as
the City Hall, Water Tower,
and Railway Station, line the
road. There is also a market
square, roundabouts, traffic
lights and level crossings —
all to create as authentic a
city experience as possible
on a child-friendly scale.

“Onkilahti Traffic Park is
like Vaasa in miniature and
offers both children and
adults a wonderful environ-
ment to learn traffic and
have fun,” said Service Ma-
nager Jarmo Latvala at the
opening a couple of years
ago, and the park really lives
up to that promise.

How it works

The drive takes place in
20-minute tours, which are
booked on site at the gate.
Each tour starts with choo-
sing a vehicle, adjusting the
seat and having basic traffic
rules explained to you. The
active run lasts about 15 mi-
nutes. In case of heavy rain,
the park is closed for safety
reasons.

One ride per day and
children - so that as many
people as possible get the
chance. The times are awar-
ded with color-coded wrist-
bands.

Opening hours from 8
May

+ Monday-Friday 12:00-
18:00

+ Saturday-Sunday 12:00-

16:00

Price: Free!

Age recommendation dri-
ving: 6-12 years (4-6 years
with an adult at the side)

Important: Wear a bicycle
helmet! Loaner helmets are
available on site.

Your own vehicles are not
allowed.

Groups book an appoint-

ment by email to the City of
Vaasa’s Youth Services. More
information can be found
on the city’s website.

Welcome to step into
spring - at Onkilahti Traffic
Park, every turn is a lesson
in joy

Source: City of Vaasa /
Youth Services

ART

mastery - for this time. After

weeks of record-breaking crowds,
Helene Schjerfbeck’s long-awaited
xhibition "Seeing Silence” at The
etropolitan Museum of Artis

o their home turfin Finland.

esperson.

ith a “unique vision”.

anhattan to pay tribute to the ar-
ist, who haslong been an unknown
ame in the United States. But now
e paintings are on their way back

"The exhibition became a hot
rend in cultural circles,” says a spo-

Schjerfbeck (1862-1946) became
e first Finnish artist to have his
wn solo exhibition at the Met. Max
ollein, the museum director, hai-
ed her as "an extraordinary artist”

For Finnish art lovers, however,

t is comforting that the works are
ow back home. But the question is:
hen will they show up in a Finnish
all? A decision is still missing.

elene Schjerfbeck, Fragment, 1904. Oil on
anvas, 12 3/8 x 13 3/8 in. Villa Gyllenberg
/ Signe and Ane Gyllenberg Foundation,
Helsinki Photo: Matias Uusikyld / Signe and
Ane Gyllenberg Foundation

The super success at the MET - now Schjerfbe-
ck’s paintings are on the way back to Finland

New York got to enjoy Finnish

moke in one summer
"Insurance refuses to pay - now the crisis is here” Heat
Wwaves, torrential rain and drought in the summer of 2025
cost EU countries as much as €43 billion in damage, accor-
ding to a new WWF report. The worst affected are Italy,
France and Spain. And the worst thing is that only 5-20
percent of the losses were covered by insurance. The rest?
That bill lands on ordinary people and taxpayers. WWF
warns that cumulative losses could reach €126 billion as
early as 2029 if nothing is done. "Our forests, mangroves
and wetlands are our best protection - they must be at the
heart of strategies,” says WWF'’s director. Otherwise, it will
be expensive. Really expensive.
Source: WWF European Policy Office, 15 January 2026

LIMATE CHANGE
EU puts its climate foot in the gas -

0 percent emissions target nailed
"Damn it - here comes the green straitjacket” On March
5, 2026, the EU Council of Ministers passed the stricter
climate law. The new statutory target: reduce net green-
house gas emissions by as much as 90 per cent by 2040,
compared to 1990 levels. At the same time, the EU’s carbon
tariff CBAM has come into full force from 1 January this
year. This means that imported cement, steel, aluminium,
fertiliser and hydrogen will have a price tag that reflects
the climate impact. A milestone for fair competition,”
says the European Commission. For companies that do
not change? It will be expensive to be the climate villain.
Source: European Council, 5 March 2026 and EU Climate
Action, January 2026

POLITICS

REENS
ALARM: One in six children in
Finland will soon be poor

Finland is facing a gloomy social crisis. Accor-
ding to Green Party leader Sofia Virta, the cur-
rent government’s policy will lead to almost
one in six children soon living in poverty. The
extensive cuts in social security are now hitting
he country’s families with children hard and di-
rectly.

irta is sharply critical of Orpo-Purra’s govern-
ment and believes that it is deliberately choo-
sing to increase the gaps. Child poverty is not
just about money and cents, but about a greatly
increased risk of exclusion and poorer health
hroughout life.

”It’s a choice to let the children pay the price for
politics,” thunders Virta in a recent statement.
ource: https://www.sttinfo.fi/tiedo-
e/71938469/sofia-virta-hallituksen-politii-
kan-seurauksena-pian-lahes-joka-kuudes-lap-
si-suomessa-elaa-koyhyydessa?publishe-
rld=69818932&lang=fi




UKRAINE PRESIDENT
Olena Zelenska Spoke to Fox News About Ukrainian Children Living Under Russian

Aggression

The first step in
rescuing Ukrainian
children abducted
by Russia is finding
information about
them; the second is
strong international
pressure on the
aggressor state. First
Lady of Ukraine
Olena Zelenska stated
this in an interview
with Fox News.

The  President’s  wife
noted that Ukraine is
seeking every possible
way to influence Russia
and thanked the United
States and U.S. First Lady
Melania Trump for their
advocacy and involvement
in returning Ukrainian

children abducted by
Russia.
“Right now, with

tremendous effort, we are
bringing children back
in small groups, while
thousands of others are
effectively spending their
childhood in isolation,
without the possibility
of returning home. That
is why it is important for
more countries and public
figures to get involved,” the
First Lady emphasized.
Olena Zelenska noted
that returning children is
not only about crossing
the border, but also about
ensuring family-based
care, housing, education,
and access to medical and
psychological assistance.
“We hope for the support
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of our international
partners in this as well.
Because we have so much
to return to our children.
First and foremost - their
stolen childhood,” she said.

The President’s wife
also spoke about her
participation in the
Fostering  the  Future
Together summit of
Melania Trump’s initiative,
which took place at the
White House.

“It is encouraging that
we — people from all over
the world who gathered
at this event - share the
view that we must protect
children in an era of rapid
technological development.
Children must know how to
use technology safely, have
digital hygiene skills, and
make Al their assistant, not
a substitute for learning.

This is a very important
initiative by Ms. Trump,’
Olena Zelenska stressed.

She noted that
digitalization is precisely
what  helped  Ukraine

maintain public services
and education for children
during  the full-scale
Russian invasion.

“Due to the fact that
Ukraine is a developed
digital state, we were
able to establish distance
learning for a third of our
schoolchildren who cannot
study in person. I therefore
hope that the development

of digital solutions
will give our children
additional  opportunities

in life - and that it is these
opportunities, not war, that
will shape their future,”
Olena Zelenska concluded.

Magnus von Wright
13.6.1805, Haminalahti

5.7.1868, Helsinki

COPYRIGHT: The Presidential Office of Ukraine. All materials featured on this site are is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International. The use of any materials posted on the website is permitted provi-

ded you link to www.president.gov.ua regardless of full or partial use of materials.

Horses, after Carl Wahlbom, 1864
Finnish National Gallery Collection / Ateneum Art Museum
Photo: Finnish National Gallery / Hannu Pakarinen

George Orwell
1984
25

The Party told you to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears. It was
their final, most essential command. His heart sank as he thought of

the enormous power arrayed against him, the ease with which any Party
intellectual would overthrow him in debate, the subtle arguments which he
would not be able to understand, much less answer. And yet he was in the
right! They were wrong and he was right. The obvious, the silly, and the
true had got to be defended. Truisms are true, hold on to that! The solid
world exists, its laws do not change. Stones are hard, water is wet,

objects unsupported fall towards the earth’s centre. With the feeling that
he was speaking to O’Brien, and also that he was setting forth an important
axiom, he wrote:

Freedom is the freedom to say that two plus two make four. If that is
granted, all else follows.

Chapter 8

From somewhere at the bottom of a passage the smell of roasting
coffee--real coffee, not Victory Coffee--came floating out into the street.
Winston paused involuntarily. For perhaps two seconds he was back in the
half-forgotten world of his childhood. Then a door banged, seeming to cut
off the smell as abruptly as though it had been a sound.

He had walked several kilometres over pavements, and his varicose ulcer
was throbbing. This was the second time in three weeks that he had missed
an evening at the Community Centre: a rash act, since you could be certain
that the number of your attendances at the Centre was carefully checked.
In principle a Party member had no spare time, and was never alone except
in bed. It was assumed that when he was not working, eating, or sleeping

he would be taking part in some
kind of communal recreation: to do 2
anything \Barg iz sirh f

that suggested a taste for solitude, to S ﬁ! C1E
even to go for a walk by yourself, * i T bl ;

was always slightly dangerous.
There was a word for it in Newspeak:

OWNLIFE, it was called, meaning
individualism and eccentricity. But
this

evening as he came out of the
Ministry the balminess of the April
air had

tempted him. The sky was a
warmer blue than he had seen it that
year, and

suddenly the long, noisy evening at
the Centre, the boring, exhausting

games, the lectures, the creaking

camaraderie oiled by gin, had seemed
intolerable. On impulse he had turned away from the bus-stop and wandered
off into the labyrinth of London, first south, then east, then north again,
losing himself among unknown streets and hardly bothering in which
direction he was going.

’If there is hope,” he had written in the diary, ’it lies in the proles.’
The words kept coming back to him, statement of a mystical truth and a
palpable absurdity. He was somewhere in the vague, brown-coloured slums
to the north and east of what had once been Saint Pancras Station. He was
walking up a cobbled street of little two-storey houses with battered
doorways which gave straight on the pavement and which were somehow
curiously suggestive of ratholes. There were puddles of filthy water here
and there among the cobbles. In and out of the dark doorways, and down
narrow alley-ways that branched off on either side, people swarmed in
astonishing numbers--girls in full bloom, with crudely lipsticked mouths,
and youths who chased the girls, and swollen waddling women who showed
you
what the girls would be like in ten years’ time, and old bent creatures
shuffling along on splayed feet, and ragged barefooted children who played
in the puddles and then scattered at angry yells from their mothers.
Perhaps a quarter of the windows in the street were broken and boarded up.
Most of the people paid no attention to Winston; a few eyed him with a

sort of guarded curiosity. Two monstrous women with brick-red forearms
folded across their aprons were talking outside a doorway. Winston caught
scraps of conversation as he approached.

Yes,” I says to ’er, “that’s all very well,” I says. "But if you’d of
been in my place you’d of done the same as what I done. It’s easy to
criticize,” [ says, ”but you ain’t got the same problems as what I got.

25

’Ah,’ said the other, *that’s jest it. That’s jest where it is.’

The strident voices stopped abruptly. The women studied him in hostile
silence as he went past. But it was not hostility, exactly; merely a kind

of wariness, a momentary stiffening, as at the passing of some unfamiliar
animal. The blue overalls of the Party could not be a common sight in a
street like this. Indeed, it was unwise to be seen in such places, unless

you had definite business there. The patrols might stop you if you happened
to run into them. ’May I see your papers, comrade? What are you doing here?
What time did you leave work? Is this your usual way home?’--and so on and
so forth. Not that there was any rule against walking home by an unusual
route: but it was enough to draw attention to you if the Thought Police

heard about it.

Suddenly the whole street was in commotion. There were yells of warning
from all sides. People were shooting into the doorways like rabbits. A
young woman leapt out of a doorway a little ahead of Winston, grabbed up a
tiny child playing in a puddle, whipped her apron round it, and leapt back
again, all in one movement. At the same instant a man in a concertina-like
black suit, who had emerged from a side alley, ran towards Winston,
pointing excitedly to the sky.

’Steamer!” he yelled. *Look out, guv’nor! Bang over’ead! Lay down quick!’

’Steamer’ was a nickname which, for some reason, the proles applied to

rocket bombs. Winston promptly flung himself on his face. The proles were
nearly always right when they gave you a warning of this kind. They seemed to
possess some kind of instinct which told them several seconds in advance

when a rocket was coming, although the rockets supposedly travelled faster
than sound. Winston clasped his forearms above his head. There was a roar

that seemed to make the pavement heave; a shower of light objects pattered

on to his back. When he stood up he found that he was covered with

fragments of glass from the nearest window.



HUMOUR ONE HUND-
RED YEARS AGO

WIDOW

The teacher asked: — can one
of you explain to me what
"widow” means.. — A widow,
answered little Anna, is a wife
who lived with her husband
for so long that he died.

SWIMMING COMPETITION.
Little Karl was with his mother
at a swimming competition.
Now follows - said the mother
- 100 meter breaststroke for
ladies.

Little Karl: — Mother — is it
forbidden to use the arms?

EINSTEIN

— Has the lady read Einstein’s
theory of relativity?

— Well, yes, I'll wait until it
comes out as a film.

SEEN WITH YOUR OWN
FEET

— | have a good friend who
usually says that you never
know anything about anything
until you have seen with your
own feet where the shoe
pinches.

MAIL MAN

"Where have you been, my
little darling?” asked little Al-
bert’s mother, when he came
home after being gone for a
couple of hours.

"Yes, we were out with Kalle
and Olle playing postman,”
answered the darling.

”Oh really! How did it happen
then?”

»Well, we went around to all
the houses around here and
put letters in all the boxes.»
"But were they really real
letters?”

»Yes then!»

»Where did you get them
from then?»

»Yes, yes, find them in
mother’s desk drawer. It was
open, and they were so beau-
tiful and there was a whole
bunch of them tied with red
silk ribbons».

DANGEROUS

A.: »ls dyeing the hair as dan-
gerous as

the doctors say?”

B.: »Yes, it is even more dan-
gerous! One

my old uncle once tried to dye his
hair and less

than in three months he was mar-
ried to a widow with 7 children.

THE NARROW ROAD TRA-
VELER.

Salvation Army Lieutenant
(fishing for a soul who has
been following the meeting
devoutly):

“Are you, my friend, travelers
of the narrow road?” “l am.”
“So you believe in Jesus?”
“Not particularly.”

“You don’t believe in Jesus
and yet you say you are a tra-
veler of the narrow road! How
is that to be understood?”
“l'am a circus artist and my
profession is to walk on a
wire.”

THE WRONG SIGN.

While walking along Avenue A
in New York, a couple of men
noticed a sign in the window
of a tavern that had in large
letters the words:

“lei on parle francais.”

One of the men, who was well
acquainted with the area, said:
“I'll bet you that no one in that
den knows French.”- They made a
bet, this was in the old wet days,
and so the friends went inside

to find out. Here a red-haired
Irishman came to serve them. He
was evidently the landlord of the
tavern.

One of the friends who had
learned some French while at sea
said something to the landlord in
French which meant ‘the weather
is beautiful today’. “Yes, two drin-
ks at quarter past four,” replied
the landlord.

It was clear, then, that French
was unknown in this place.

“Why do you have that sign in
the window that says ‘French is
spoken here’)” asked the guest of
the landlord.

“Don’t bessilly! Is that what it
says?” wondered the landlord,
and when the guest, with kno-
wledge of the matter, assured
him that that was what the sign
meant, the landlord began to
curse, saying, “That bunch of
Jews deceived me. | bought
the sign with that dollar when
it explained that it was in
Latin and meant ‘God bless
ourhome.”

*8* WWasga Baily, April 12,2026

 Astronomic picture of the week:

The Earth seen from Artemis Il on April 3

NASA astronaut and Artemis Il Commander Reid Wiseman took this picture
of Earth from the Orion spacecraft’s window after completing the translunar
injection burn. There are two auroras (top right and bottom left) and zodiacal
light (bottom right) is visible as the Earth eclipses the Sun.

Image credit: NASA/Reid Wiseman
Public domain
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HOROSCOPE FOR APRIL 2026

‘ Apr" Horoscope world... just to deal with
- The Stars Are
Mumbling (And
Maybe Making
Some Sense)

[J Aries (March 21 - April

19)

You're full of energy and

Your adventurous spirit is
soaring, but maybe start
small? Like taking a diffe-
1 Leo (July 23 - August 22)  rent route to work before
You love being the center booking a one-way ticket to
of attention, but maybe let Mongolia.

someone else tell the joke at

the coffee break - just once.  [] Capricorn (December 22
- January 19)

Your hard work is finally
paying off! Soon, you can
reward yourself with so-

your own stuff.

(] Virgo (August 23 - Sep-
tember 22)
You have a plan, a backup

initiative, but don’t pick a
fight with the coffee machi-

y ne - it always wins.

U Taurus (April 20 - May
20)

Your patience will be tested
this April. Maybe it’s time
to accept that sighing loudly
won’t make the checkout
line move faster.

[J Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
You have a thousand ideas
and zero time to execute
them. Try finishing one

A thing before jumping to the

next - or just embrace the
chaos!

[J Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
April might be an emotional
month, but remember: no
one expects you to save the

plan, and a backup plan for
the backup plan. Breathe -
the worst that could happen
is... well, not much, really.

U Libra (September 23 -
October 22)

Decisions are tough. If
you're spending over an
hour choosing what to eat,
maybe that’s a sign you
should just cook something
yourself. Or not.

I Scorpio (October 23 - No-
vember 21)

Your magnetism is at its
peak. Use it wisely - or
you’ll once again find
yourself at a party you don’t
know how to leave.

'] Sagittarius (November 22
- December 21)

mething big - like an over-
priced coffee, guilt-free.

[1 Aquarius (January 20 -
February 18)

Your ideas are brilliant, but
not everyone is ready for
them yet. Maybe wait a bit
before suggesting that all
meetings should be repla-
ced by memes.

[1 Pisces (February 19 -
March 20)

You're daydreaming more
than ever. That's adorable -
as long as you remember to
get off at the right bus stop.

[l The stars whisper - but
you do whatever you want
anyway!

BLOG WRITERS

Join Wasa Daily as a Blog Writer!
Are you passionate about
sharing your thoughts, stories, or
expertise with the community?
Wasa Daily is looking for
enthusiastic blog writers to
contribute engaging content for
our readers.

Whether you love writing
about local events, -culture,
lifestyle, business, or personal
experiences, we welcome your
voice!

Writing for Wasa Daily is a great
opportunity to reach a wider
audience, connect with fellow
locals, and showcase your
creativity. No prior experience
is needed—just bring your ideas
and enthusiasm! We value diverse
perspectives and fresh voices that
reflect the vibrant spirit of our
community.

Interested? Send us your blog
pitch or a short sample, and let’s
get your words published! Join us
in making Wasa Daily a platform
for meaningful conversations and
inspiring stories.

Contact us at wasadagblad@
gmail.com for more details. We
can’t wait to hear from you!

WASA DAILY

A modern newspaper with a
layout with features of the press of
the 1870s. Back then, newspapers
had only 4-8 pages. Lots of text,
but no images at all, so there’s
a lot to read on a few pages.
Our paper is one of the very few
newspapers in English serving
English-speaking inhabitants in
the Osthrobotnia region
Themagazinecontainsquotations
from old daily newspapers taken
from the National Archives
(digi.kansalliskirjasto.fi). ~ GPT3,
Gemini, Aria and Monica do
some of the routine editing work,
such as translation, corrector
reading, and short notice writing.
All texts have been checked by
journalists and the editorial staff
is responsible for all the content
of the texts.

Wasa Daily is a daily newspaper
type publication, so far it is
published on Sunday mornings.
But our goal is for it to come out
every morning in the future.

The magazine is available online
for free.

Editor-in-chief Hans Bjorknas.
Readers’ writings are welcome!
The magazine is locally owned
and will remain so. For ever!
Editorial office: Wasa Daily,
Koulukatu 37 B 7, 65100 Vaasa,
tel. +358-40-5462455.

Helsinki editorial office: Wasa
Daily, Toinen linja 9 B 36, 00530
Helsinki. Phone  +358-40-
5462455.

Email: wasadagblad@gmail.com

FROM OUR
READERS

We very much welcome
submissions from our readers.
Comments, stories, memories,
debate, news from home.
Probably this will be the most
important part of this spring
paper. But space is limited, so
please write as short as possible!
So please send posts to:
wasadagblad@gmail-com

ADVERTISE

Being among the first to advertise
in this historic and hyper-modern
daily may have some PR value.
Send ads to
wasadagblad@gmail.com

WASA DAILY
wasadagblad@gmail.com



